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ABSTRACT 

To date there are few empirical data available concerning factors responsible for 
the relatively low levels of urban labor-market achievement of farm-reared persons. The 
present study, based upon data for farm boys in a one-sixth random sample of Wisconsin 
high-school seniors in 1949, shows that planning to enter farming acts as a deterrent 
toward planning to attend college, in that fewer farm boys who plan to farm plan to go 
to college. Farm boys who plan to go to college also have higher intelligence test 
scores than those who do not, and those who plan to farm have lower scores than others. 
Contrary to expectations, however, the adverse influence of planning to farm on planning 
to go to college is strongest among the most intelligent farm boys. The blocking of 
college training by plans to farm, that are not actually carried out, may offer a 
partial explanation for the low levels of urban occupational achievement of farm-

(reared persons, and no doubt is personally and socially dysfunctional. 

'" 1 

Studies in several countries have shown that farm-reared pers~ns have lOiver levels 
of occupational achievement than do persons reared in urban areas. Recently Lipset, 
in attempting to explain this fact, hypothesized that certain rural-urban differences 
in social structure influence levels of educational and occupational ~spiration, which 
in turn influence levels of educational and occupational achievement. This hypothesis 
has been tested by comparing farm-nonfarm differences in levels of educational and 
occupational a~piration among Wisconsin high-school seniors who were not planning to 
enter farming. The latter research shows that farm-nonfarm'residence influences the, 
levels of educational aspiration but not levels of occupational aspiration. However, 
even the relationship of levels of educational aspiration to farm-nonfarm residence 
appears too low to account for much of the observed differences in levels of occupational 
achievement. If this is true, it follows that factors other than levels of aspiration 
may inhibit the farm-reared person in his occupational achievement. 

One alternative explanation is that the low levels of urban occupational achieve­
ment of farm-reared males may be due partly to an unfulfilled plan to become a farm 
operator. Participant observation suggests that many farm people believe that bqys 
planning to enter farming do not need a college education. Since college education 
seems to have become a requirement for high-level nonfarm occupational achievement, a 
boy who subscribes to this belief about college education for farmers may forego the 
college training that he might otherwise gain. This should be reflected in the college 
plans of seniors in high school who are planning to enter farming. It was the purpose 

f~f the present study to determine whether the proportion of farm boys who plan to 
<'- obtain a college education is lower among those planning to become farmers than it is 

among those not planning to become farmers, and whether this is due to the influence of 
intelligence differences between those who plan to farm and those who do not plan to 
farm. The findings will provide the basis for field research concerning the influence 
of college plans on actual levels of nonfarm occupational achievement. 
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The purpose of this study was carried out by testing two related null hypotheses, 
as follows: (1) Among farm boys who are seniors in high school, there is no significant 
association between plans regarding college and plans regarding farming as a vocation; 
(2) among farm boys who are seniors in high school, there is no significant association 
between plans regarding college and plans regarding farming as a vocation, when the 
influence of intelligence is controlled. 

NETHOD 

Data for testing the hypotheses were secured from a one-sixth random sal]'ple of all 
high-school seniors in the state of Wisconsin, in the school year 1947-1948. The 
subjects of the present study include all males who reported that their parents are 
farmers, a total of 565 persons. Data concerning college plans were taken from a pair 
of questions asking whether the subject definitely planned to attend college and the 
name of the college in which he planned to enroll. All those who stated that they 
planned to enter a regular four-year degree-granting college or university were coded 
as "planning to attend college." All others were coded as "not planning to attend 
college." The dichotomy "planning to attend college" versus "not planning to attend 
college" is used as the dependent variable of the study. Data for the independent 
variable--the subject's plans regarding farming--were taken from a question asking the 
)ubject to name the vocation he planned to pursue; respondents were coded as "planning 
to farm" or "not planning to farm." Data for the control variabl~--intelligence--were 
the students' scores on the Henmon-Nelson Test of !1ental Ability. The I.Q. scores 
were rank-ordered from highest to lowest, then divided into three groups of equal size: 
"high I.Q." (range: 111-132), "middle I.Q." (range: 104-111), and "1m" I.Q." (range 
61-104)0 

RESULTS 

Data testing the first hypothesis are presented in Table 1. In general, the 
percentages appear to show a disproportionate number of college aspirants among farm 
boys not planning to farm. The ch~-square test of the significance of the apparent 
relationship fails to refute this. Thus, the hypothesis of no association between plans 
regarding college and plans regarding farming must be rejected. It must be concluded 
that farm boys in the final year of high school who intend to farm plan to attend college 
less frequently than do those who do not plan to farm. 

However, this finding does not necessarily mean that planning to farm directly 
influences college plans. This is because there is conSiderable evidence that each of 
these variables, plans regarding farming and plans regarding college, is related to 
intelligence. vJhile the evidence is conflicting, most studies indicate t~at the more 
intelligent farm boys tend to leave farming to enter nonfarm occupations. As shown 
in Table 2, the present data, in agreement with the bulk of previous findings, indicate 
that significantly fewer of the more intelligent farm boys plan to farm. 110reover, 
present data (Table 3), again in agreement with previous research, indicate that the 

(rOre intelligen~ persons are disproportionately represented among those planning to 
~'"jattend college. Thus, by inference, it could be argued that planning to farm does not 

inhibit the desire to attend college, but that both are due to low intelligence. More 
concretely, the boy who is not very bright may plan to farm rather than to go to college, 
while the converse may hold for his more gifted peers. For this reason, the effects of 
intelligence must b e controlled before definite conclUSions are drawn. 



- 3 .• 

Data testing the hypothesis when the effect of intelligence is minimized (Hypothesis 
2) are presented in Table 4, Since th9re is still a significant relationship, the null 
hypothesis obviously must be rejected. The direction of the relationship is indicated 
by the percentages in the table. At each intelligence level, faJcm boys planning to i'ar1'l 
tend not to pl.2,n to go to college. Moreover, the higher the ingelligence level, t",e 
more m'lr1~d the relationship, as indicated by the coefficients of contingency (C) :i.e" 
Table 40 ,; 

DISCUSSION 

The actual educational impact of definite plans to enter farming, and the ccn:Jeq:len:,":; 
attendant to this impact, can be discovered only by field research among persons several 
ye:.3TS reHoved froM high school. However) it is probable that Ir.2.i1Y of those wh:; c.ecid'E~ 

not to attend college in order to enter farming will leave the farm in a few years. 1'[:Ll 

would have theoretical importance in that the influence of unfulfilled plens to enter 
farming on levels of educational attainment may be a factor in the 1m, levell of nonfClrr-l 
labor-market achievement of farm-reared persons noted by social scientists < Practica~LJ:; 
speaking, this means that the adverse influence of planning to farm on plans to attend 
college may have the dysfunctionl~ personal consequence of handicapping individuals in 
the face for valued occupations. For the society, too, the blockage of traini:"g 
~ntroduced by unfulfilled plans to enter farming may result in im::>ortant practi~c.J. C:y:;:!'cmc' 
tional consequences; for the effect of farming plans on college plans is most rl'o01our:ced 
among the more intelligent. If a large proportion of the farm boys who have the hi"hcTc, 
mental ability are prevented from receiving college training by their plans to en'''s::' 
farming, but these plans are not fulfilled, many probably "ill be forced to enter nonfer:" 
occupations requiring less intelligence than they possess. This will represent a chst'·;,ct, 
loss to societyo 
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TABLE 1. Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Plans Regarding College 
and Plans Regarding Farming as a Vocation 

Plans regarding Plans regardingj'arming All 
college Planning to farm Not planning to (N = 565) 

farm 
(N = 237) N .. 328) 

Per cent 

Planning to attend •• 18 43 33 
(N = 185) 

Not planning to 
attend ••.••...•• 82 57 67 

(N = 380) -- -- --
All .... ,. ......... ,. .. 100 100 100 

(N ~ 565) 
2 X = 39.52, d.f. = 1, P < .001. 

TABLE 2. Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Plans Regarding 
Farming as a Vocation and Intelligence Test Scores 

Intelligence Test Scores 

Highest one-third 11iddle one-third Lowest one-thirc 
Plans regarding (IQ: 111-132) (IQ:. 104-111) (IQ: 61-104) 

farming (N = 189) (N = 188) (N - 188) 

Per cent 
Planning to farm, •• 35 43 48 

(N = 237) 

Not planning to 
farm •••••••• fI 65 

(N=328) 
57 52 

-- - --
All ... ,. . ,. ..... ,. ,. ..• 100 100 100 

(N = 565) 

2 X = 7.08, d.f, = 2, P < .05. 

All 
(N = 565) 

42 

58 

--
100 
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TRBLE 3. Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Plans 
Regarding College and Intelligence Test Scores 

Intelligence test scores 

Highest l Niddl" I Lowest Plans regarding college one-third one-third one-third 
(IQ: 111-132) IQ: 104-111)I(IQ: 61-104) 

(N = 189) I (N = 188) ! (N = 188) 

Per cent 

50 
I 

Planning to attend •••• ~ •••••• 29 19 
(N = 185) 

Not planning to attend ••••••• 50 71 81 
(N = 380) -- - --

All ........................ 100 100 100 
(N = 565) 

( 1 = 44.44, d.f. = 2, P < ,001. 

All 
(N = 565) 

33 

67 
-

100 

TABLE 4. Relationship Between Plans Regarding College and Plans Regarding 
Farming as a Vocation, with Intelligence Test Scores Controlled 

Plans regarding farming 

Planning Not All C 
Intelligence test scores to farm planning (N=565) values 

(N=237) to farm 
(N=328 ) 

Percentage in each group planning 
to attnnd college 

Highest one-third •••••.•......••• 26 63 50 .34 
(IQ: 111-132; N = 189) 

}liddle one-third •••.••.•..•••.••. 15 40 29 .26 
(IQ: 104-111; N = 188) 

Lowest one-third •.••....•.....•.• 15 22 19 .08 
(IQ: 61-104; N = 188) 

.c-
All •...•........................ 18 43 33 ............ 

(N = 565) 

x2 = 39.22, d.f, = 3, P < .001. 


