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A. O. BALLER 

The Occupational Achievement· 

. Process of Farm-Reared Youth in 

Urban-Industrial Society 

The present paper, based on data from farm' boys in a highly urban· 
industr~al region with excellent educational facilities, is. an attempt to infer 
a valid explanation for the farm-planner's low levels of educational 'and 
occupational aspiration and to' explain differential plans regarding farming. 
The explanation inferred holdfi that farming is the normal occupational 
self-conception of farm-reared Loys.· This normal self-conception may be 
abandoned if the boy has an unusually self-reliant and inquisitive personality. 
if his parents are deviants in that they want him to be mobile, or if he 
perc~iV'e!'l farming as inaccessible. If he develops a self-conception of non­
farmer he will tend to utilize the information available in the' area to develop _ 
the. higher levels of aspiration needed for successfully entering urban wo"rk; 
if his self-conception remains that of farmer he' will tend not to utilize the 
information. Thus those wishing l,) incr.case the levels of occupational 
achievement of farm-reared youth should attempt to modify the boy's 
expectation that he will be a farmer. . 

The findings may be useful for agriculture' in other urban-industrial societies 
and. with modifications, in other types of societies. But before this conclusion 
is reached, the explanation should be retested. 

The author is associate professor of sociology and' anthropology, :Michigan 
. State University •• 

ONE of the great problems of our age concerns the remolding of agri-. 
cultural populations into effective urban work forces. Most European 

• Journal article no. 2472 of the l\'-fichigan State University Agr. Expt. Sta. This is a 
revision of a paper presented at the Fourth \Vorld Congress of Sociology, Milan and 
Stressa •. Italy. September, 1959. In part. the research reported herein was performed 
pursuant to a contract with the U. S. Office of Education. Dept. of Health. Educa­
tion, and \Velfare. The writer wishes to acknowledge the invaluable aid of 1. \V. 
Mille')' and the MSU computer and tabulating services. as well as the cooperation of 
the Lenawec County school officials. . 
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322 RURAL SOCIOLOGY 

nations have confronted. this problem and slill confront it to some 
degree even ~oday. The problem is even morc important for. the ceo- -. 
nomically deprived nations now trying to increase their produc~ive 
capacity. Altogether, the problem involves drastic shifts in the typical 
life orientations of many millions of people. Given a change of such 
magnitude, it is 'to be expected that the sociologist would have at his 
command a large anlOunt of verified knowledge concerning the social 
and psychological conditions under which rural youth enter the urban 
occupational world. In fact, however, such data appear to be limited. 

. There appear to be no published quantitative sociological or social 
psychological analyses of differential levels of occupational achieve· 
ment anl0ng rural people moving into cities otitside of the .V\Tcst, and 
there are .only a few such even in the 'Vest. For. the nl0st part cv~n 
these tell us only that the farm·reared person tends to enter the urban 
labor force at a low level and to stay there. ' Almost none of these 
data provide sociological explanations for the phenomenon they de· 
scribe, but thel~e are exceptions. 

·Lipset has tried to provide an explanation for the low occupational 
levels of the rural people in his sample of persons employed in the 

-San Francisco Bay area of the United States. I-Ie notes the general 
lack of educational facilities and limited occupational differentiation 
in rural areas, and argues that these restrict the rural youth's range 
of knowledge, thus resulting in low levels of educational and occupa· 
tional aspiration. It is "the low levels of aspiration which he believes 
produce the low levels of achievement which he and others have 
observed. Unfortunately Lipset provides no data for the details of his 
argumen t. 2 . 

Recently, social psychologists at the University of \Visconsin and 
·Michigan State University have attempted to state Lipset's explanation 
in testable form and to· employ it if possible among farm people of 
the industrial North Central region of the United States. The result­
ing studies h.ave been conducted 1110sLly among farnl and nonfarm 
people in the rural hinterland of our great industrial centers of Mil· 
waukee and Detroit, sites which were chosen so as to learn about the 

lOtto Ammon, Die Gescllschaflordmwg twd ihrc naliirlichcn G1'ulIdlagcn Gena: 
Verlag von Gustav Fischer, 1895). p. 145. Sec also Pilirim Sorokin. Social Mobility 
(New York: Harper. 1927). p. 144 if. and p. 451. and Pitirim A. Sorokin, Carle C. 

\ .. Zimmerman, and Charles C. G~t]pin. A Systematic SOIlTce Booh irl Ruml Sociology, 
III (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 1932). p. 531; Howard "V. neers .md 
Catherine Heflin, Rural People ill the City (University of Kentucky Agr. Expt. St<l. 
Bull. 478: Lexington. HI45); Gunnar noalt, "Social Mobility in Stockholm," TraPlsac­
lions of the Second World Congress of Sociology II (London: International Sociologi· 
cal Association. 1951). pp. 67-73; Seymour Manin Lipset, ;'Social Mobility and 
Urbanization." Rural Sociology. 20 (1955).220-228; Ronald Freedman and Deborah 
Freedman, "Farm· Reared Elements in the Nonfarm IJopulalion," Rural Sociology. 
21 (1956), 50-61 • 

. 'Lipset, op. cit. 
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OCCUPATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT 323 
occupational behavior of farm-re.arcd youth who live within the zone. 
of influence of some of the most highly urbanized areas of the world." 
Naturally this restriction prohibits immediate generalization to socicti~s 

: in other stages of industrialization. but the studies still may help us 
guess what may l;>c in store for SOlllC of these societies ilJ. the future. 
011c of these. a longitudinal study, shows one segment of Lipsct's· 
explanation to be at least partly conect. Levels of eelticational and 
occupational aspiration. arc positively correlated with levels of educa­
tional and occupational achievement.4 But other studies show that 
the main part of his explanation, holding that the limited educational 
and- occupational alternatives supposedly characterizing rural socic-ty 
result in 10\v levels of aspiration for the rural youth, does not hold 
at all in the test areas. In Wisconsin in 1948, the lIlain apparent 
relatiol1 of farm residence to levels of educational aspiration has been 
shown to be l110stly due to the presence alTIOng the fann-reared of a 
large gronp who plan to farm.' Essentially the same phenomenon has 
been noted in a Detroit area tcst site where the presence among the 
farm-reared of a large group who plan to farm accounts £.or all of the 
apparent relation of fann residence to levels of occupational aspira­
tion.6 Research has shown this relationship to be_more complex than 
had been thought. For this reason, it has become evident that a detailed 
analysis is needed of the relation of farm plans, personality, and social 
structural influences on levels of educalional and occupational -aspira­
tion. Such an analysis should tell us the points in the personality 
systelTI or social system where changes may be nlost effectively inserted .. 

The purpose of this paper is to show the results of an exploratory 
study which may provide the needed empirically accurate explanation. 
More precisely, it is the purpose of this paper to present a plausible 
explanation for the influence of fann plans on levels of educational 
and occupational aspiration which can also account for the develop­
ment of the farm plan itself. Since this explanation is fbr the most 
part inferred from data rather than derived directly from theory, it . , 

!lA. O. Hallcr. "Thc Influence of Planning to Entcr Farming on Plans to Attcnd 
. College," Rural Sociology~ 22 (1957), 137-144; A. O. HaIlcr, "Rcscarch Problems on 

tl.le Occllpational Achicycmcnt Leyels of Farm-Reared People," Rural Sociology. 
23 (I !J5S), 355-362; A. O. Haller and 'V. H. Sewell. "Farm Rcsidence and Lel'els of 
Educalional and Occupational Aspiration," Americall JOllmal of Sociology, 62 (1957), 
407-411. 

"Wi11iam H. Sewell and A. O .. Hallel·, unpublished data on file- at the UniYci-sity 
of 'Visconsin Department of Rural SociOlogy. 

&Onc study (Hallel' and Sewell, o/,. cit.) shows that there is no significant difference 
ill the levels of edtlcational aspiration of nonfann boys and farm boys who do not 
plan to .farm. Another (A. O. Haller, "The Influence of l)lanning to Enter Fanning 

. on Plans to Attcnd Collcge," loco cit.) shows that among farm boys, lC\'cls of educa­
tional aspiration are significantly associated with plans rcgarqing farming. 

eA. O. Hallel", "Research Problems on the Occupational Achievement Lc\'els of 
Fann-Rearcd l)eople," loco cit. 
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must be considered tentative. In any case, it applies only to the rela­
tively literate rural people of highly urbanized industrial arcas. Clearly, 
then, it needs to be tested under similar conditions elsewhere, and to be reformulated for usc in economically deprived societies. 

DATA 

Subjects and site: Data for the study were provided by the 109 
sevcntccn-yeal'-old fann boys in school in Lcnuwec County, n.1ichigan, 
during the spring of 1957. These boys constitute about 70 per cent of 
the total age group. The others were no longer in school, but it is 
doubtful that their absence changes the conclusions substantially. 
Lcnawee County is rich in agriculture and in light industry. Its farmers 
arc independent operators, specializing in dairying, corn raising, beef­
feeding, and the like, for sale on the national and international market. 
Many of them, about one-half of the fathers of the boys in the present 
sample, have nonfarm occupations in ·additio~ to tl?-cir farmwork. 
The geographic,- administrative. and trade center of'the county is a 
city of 20,000 residents; in addition, the county contains a few satellite 
villages ana towns. The farm, rural nonfarm. and urban populations 
are approximately equal in number. The county has a full range of 
Ameri,can social class leyels, including a few wealthy families,. a number 
of families of professionals as well as the families of clerical, skilled 
and serrii-skilled workers, and of course a number of farm families. 
There are four universities and some smaller colleges within the county 
or nearby, and excellent highways pi'ovide ready access to them from all 
points 'in the county. l\1oreover. it has full coverage by means of radio, 
television, and newspapers. It was this set of factors, plus the proximity 
of Detroit's complex occupational structu:re and its own diversified 
occupational structure, which dictated the seleCtion of Lenawee County 
as the research site. This provides an enviroilluent for youth which, 
though agricultural, is nevertheless rich in its potential for imparting 
to them the detailed knowledge of the urban-industrial occupational 
world which Lipset believes produces high levels of educational and 
occupational aspiration. 

Data: The data consist of school records and responses to standal'd­
lzed tests and questionnaires administered by trained social psychol­
'ogists and filled out by the students in school. 

.t' The OccujJational Aspiration Scale (OAS) is a mllitiple-item forced-
choice instrument designed to measure th<: youth's general social pres­
tige level of occupational aspiration.7 It is based on the NORC st~ldy 

fA. O. HaUer. Occupational Aspiration Scale (East L~nsing: Michigan State Uni·' 
vcrsity, 1957). This and all other test instruments and coding keys used in the paper. 
as well as copies of publica lions and papers based on the same general data, arc 
available on, .interlibrary loan from the ?H<;higan State University Library using the 
following citation: A. O. Haller, comp., Basic Data For the Lenawcc_ County Project 
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of prestige of occupations in the United States8 and has a range of 0 
to 72 points, with a median of 35 points. The 16 P·F Test (16 P·F '1') 
is an instrument designed to measure the sixteen orthogonal dimensions 
of personality which have been derived empirically by R. B. Cattell 
and his co·workers.' The MSU Wor" Belief Chcc"·I.ist (WBC.L) is still 
another instrumcn't used. tO It is designed t~ measure six different areas 
of belief, each of which has been hypothesized as ,,erecting ability to 
adapt successfully to the conditions of tn· ban economic life. They 
include such areas as attitudc toward change and attitude toward 
migrating. The Test of G·C,ilture Free (CFIQT), a measure of general 
intelligence, is another form used.ll It is used to measurc' the reasoning 
ability presuI11ably necessary for adequate pcrfornlance in urban·indus~ 
trial society. Pretested questionnaires, called Occupational Plans of 
Michigan. Youth (OPi\JY) and Educational Needs of ;;nrm Boys 
(ENFB) were used to elicit information about the youths' future 
plans, their beliefs about edl1~ation, family, attitudes, background, 

. and related matters.12 The final datum, scholastic achievement level, 
is measured by grades in school in 1956-1957, and was taken from 
school records. 

Method: This study is intended to derive no<; hypotheses to replace 
the previous ones which have been found to be inadequate. For this 
reason, it uses methods of exploration rather than derivation and tests 
of hypotheses. In gencraI~ the 111cthod is to compare per~onalities, 
social contexts, and educational and occupational orientations 'of those 
who plan to farm with those who do not plan to farm~ Standard two~ 
tailed tests of significance are used to decide whether or not those W~lO 
plan to farm differ from those who do not. This procedure yields two 
groups of variables, those related to the plan regarding fanning and 
those not related to it. The final tentative .explanation for the relation 
of planning to farm to low levels of educational and occupational 
aspiration and for differential plans regarding farming is an inter­
pretation of the variables found to be related and unrelated to plans 
regarding farming. 

in Social Structure and Persolullily (unpublished). Also see I. 'V. Miller, Jr;, "Nor~ 
malizcd Data for the O.A.S. R::nv Scores" (East Lansing: Social Research Service, 
Michigan State Unh'ersity, Apr., l%8 [mimeD.]). 

SNati.onal Opinion Research Center, ·'Jobs and ,?ccup.ltion: A P.opular E\'alu~ 
aqon~" Opinion News (Septeniber, HH7), pp. 3-13 .. 

DR. n. Cattell, The 16 P. F. Test, Form B (Champaign, Ill.: Institute (or Personality, 
and Ability Testing, 1950). . 

wA. O. Haller, The i.HSU lVork Beliefs Chcch-List (East Lansing: Departlllcnt of 
Sociology and Anthropology, Michigan State University. 1957). ' 

I1R. B. Cattell and A. K. S. Calrcil, Test of G-Culture Ftee-Scale' 3A '(Champaign. 
Ill.: Instittlt~ (or l)ersonality and Ability Testing, 1950)~ . 
>.12Thc first .o£.thcsc qucstionaires includes a socioeconomic status scale which is a 
slight modification of 'V. II; Sewell, "A Short Form of' the· Farm Family Socio· ' " 

wECOtlOl'nic Status Scale,'.! Rural Sociology, 8 (1913),161-170. , 

.. " " 
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RURAL SOCIOLOGY 

RESULTS -

Summaries of the statistical analysis arc presented as follows. As: the 
section called Personality Variables alld Plans Regarding Farming as a 
Vocation indicates, the Lenawce County fann boy who plans to farm 
tends to lack ego strength and to he emotionally uIlst,iblc, to be with· 
drawn or shy' and timid, to lack resolution, and to lack will "Control 
and character stability. On the other hand, the boy who docs not plan 
to fm:ni 'tCIHIs· to. be emotionally stable, to be adventurously resilient. 
to be independent or self-sufficiellt. and ·to have firm wi1l control and 
character stability. None of the other personality factors significantly 
discriminate between those who do and do not plan to farm. 

PERSONALITY VARIABLES AND PLANS REGARDING 
FARMING AS A VOCATION" 

Related 
Emotional stability or ego strength (NF) versus dissatisfied emotionality 

(F). 16 P-F T. 
Adventurous ,autonomic resilience' (NF) versus inherent withdrawn 

schizothymia (F). 16 P-F T. 
Independent self-sufficiency (NF) versus lack of resolution (F). 

16 P-F T. 
'Vill control and character stability (NF) vemts lack of will control 

and character stability (1').16 P-F T. 

Not Related 
Cydothyinia versus schizothymia. 16 P-F T. 
Dominance or ascendance v,ersus submission. 16 P·F T. 
Surgency versus desurgency, or depressive anxiety. 16 P,F T. 
Character or'super-ego strength versus lack of internal standards. 
16N~ . 

Emotional sensitivity vemtS tough maturity. 16 p-[I T. 
Paranoid. schizothymia versus trustful altruism. 16 P-F T. 
Hysteric unconcern Ve1"SUS practical concerned ness. 16 P-F T. 
Sophistication versus rough simplicity. 16 P-F T. 
Anxious insecurity versus placid self-confidence. 16 P-F T. 
Radicalism versus coriservatism. 16 p.Ji' T. 
Nervous tension versus lack of nervous tension. 16 'p·F T. 
General intelligence. CFIQT. 

'III (NF): ,~Charactcristic .of boys not pl~!.IlIling to farm. (F): Characteristic of boys 
planning to farm. Other aJ}breviations arc identiflcd in the text. . . 

These data appear to show that the average Lenawee County youth 
who plans .. to farm is one who lacks sclf·control and is either disin­
terested in people or is afraid of them, .while the youth who plans to ' 
leave f~rmingis confid,ent of him~elf and of his relations with others, 
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OCCUPATIONAL ACIIlEVEMENT 

and is actively interested in people and things outside himself. 'This 
suggests lhat the one who plans to leave farming is most capable of 
adapting to new situations and lie,,, people. 

The section called Social Context Variables and Plans Regarding 
Fanning as ({, Vocation is concerned with differences in the social situa­
tions of those who do and do not plan to farm_ The parents of the ·boys 
who plan to farm tend to have rda tively low levels of college or 
1..ll1iVCl'Sity educational aspiration as well as low levels of occupational 
aspiration for. them. In addition, those who plan to [ann tend to be 
members of small (three siblings or less) families. The other social 
context variables tested-family socioeconomic status, father's educa­
tion, father's occupational prestige position (many fathers have more­
than one occupation)1 whetl~er or not the faulily owns the Iann, and the 
occupational prestige positio.n of the fathers of the subjects' best 
friends-arc not related to the plan regarding farmiug. 

SOCIAL CONTEXT VARIABLES AND PLANS REGARDING 
FARMING AS A VOCATION 

Related 
'Parental levels of educational aspiration for the youth "high" (NF) 

versus "low" (F). OP,vlY. 
Parental levels of ·occupational .aspiration for the youth "high" (NF) 

versus "low" (F). OPMY. . 
Sib group size "small" (F) versus "large" (NF). OPiHY. 

Not Related 
Family's socioeconomic status (consumption level scale scores) "high" 

Vel'SliS "low," OPAIY. 
Paternal occupational -prestige status "high" versus ".low", OP1HY. 
Family's farm tenancy status owner versus renter. OPl1vfY. < 

Best friends' fathers' occupational prestige status "high" versus "1m",." 
OPMY. 

Thus the data show that of all Lenawee Connty farm youth. those 
most likely to choose to leave farming are the ones whose parents hope 
to see them become relatively well educated and to sec thcln enter· 
r~lativcly high-level occupations. Those planning to fann arc the op­
posite. The data regarding family size and farm plans arc probably 
a reflection of the gTcatcr accessibilily of a farnl to persons perceiving 
themselves as having fewer competitors for it. 

The last section to be examined concerns'Educational and Occu/)(I­
tional O,-ientalion Variables and Plans Regauling Farming as a Voca­
tion. The data show that boys planning to farm tend to vieW' change as 
undesirable, to be wholly committed to farming as their onC vocatfonal 
·choice, to have low levels of college or university educational a~pinltion; 
to have l~~v gcncr~l soci~~ prestige levels of occupational aspi,ratiollJ to 
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RURAL SOCIOLOGY 

belieye that college or university training is not needed by [arm 'boys 
who l10 not plan to farm, and to have taken relatively morc course 
work in agricullUrc. Conversely. t~lOsC who do not plan to [ann tend 
to think of change as a good tliing. to be less committed to anyone. 
,"ocational choice (tlms being psychologically lirepared to utilize 
different opportunities), to have high levels of college or university 
educational aspiration, to have high general social prestige levels of 
occupational aspiration. to believe that college or university training 
is needed by farm boys 'who do not plan to farm, and to take less course 
work in agriculture (and, of course, morc in other areas). 

EDUCATIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL ORIENTATION 
VARIABLES AND PLANS REGARDING FARMING 

AS A VOCATION 

Related 
Evalu'ltion of change positive (NF) versus negative (F). WEC·L. 
Degree of commitment to a parLieula;' vocational choice "high" (F) 

versus "low" (Nf). OPiHY. 
Level of college or university educational aspiration "high" (NF) 

versus "low" (F). OPlvIY. -' 
Level of nonfarm occupatio;"d aspiration "high" (NF) versus "low" 

(F).OPMY. 
Belief that college or university training is needed (NF) versus not" 

needed (F) by boys not planning to farm. ENFE. 
Number of agriculture courses completed in high school "few" (NF) 

versus "many" (F). School records. 

Not Related' 
Orientation to work instrumental versus expressive. JiVBC-L', 
Evaluation of punctuality positive versus negative. WEC-L. 
Attitude toward migTating positive versus negative. WBC·L. 
Belief that events are determined by external versus internal forces. 

WBC·£' 
Attitude toward deferring gratification positive vetsus negative. 

WEC-L. 
Belief that college or university training is needed versus not needed 

by boys planning to farm. ENFB. 
Performance in school subjects "good" versus "poor." School "ecm'ds: 

The two groups do not differ on the degree to which they believe 
work serves expressive rather than purely instrumental purposes, on 
evaluation of punctuality, on attitude toward migrating, on the belief 
that forces external to the self determine the course of events, on their 
attitudes toward deferring gratification," on the degree to which they 

lllSverrc Lysgaard, "Social Stratification and the 'Deferred Graii(i.cation Pattern," 
Tra1lJactions of the Second World Congress of Sociolo&'Y~ pp. 361-377. . . . 
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believe that college or univcr5ity training is needed by farm boys who 
plan to be farmers, <lIHl on the adequacy of their performance in school 
subjects. . 

These data thus· appear to show that the boy who plans to farm 
tenels to have beliefs and aspit-alions which arc not well suited to success 
in pursuits otlier than farming. The boy who plans to leave farming 
tends to have the opposite characteristics. Of special importance to the 
cnsuing discussion is the fact that the two groups do not differ regard. 
ing the amount of college or university education believed to be neees· 
sary for boys planning to farm; they agree that he docs not need much. 
But they differ regal:ding the amount of college or un~versity education 
believed to be necessary for boys no/ planning to farm." 

INTERPRETATION 

The objective of this ·paper is to- explore differences among farm 
boys who clo and do not plan to farm in 'a rich agricultural area in 
the hinterland of the Detroit urban-industrial area, so as to fornullatc 
a tentative. explapation fai- the low levels of nonfarm occnpational 
aspiration of farm-reared people. In turn, this explanation may be 
(:oupled with .the known. relationsliip between level '0.£ occupational 
and educational aspiration and levels of occupational achicvcm.cnt of 
farnl-reared boys. In a few \'./:)[ds, the interpretation' proposed depends 
upon the effective environment of farm boys, their differential reac­
tions to it, the occupational self-conceptions which' result £r0111 this, 
·and the infoTI11ution·sccking behaviors which result £ro111 their self~ 
conceptions. 

The effective ellvtronment: Despite full coverage by the mass Inedia, 
despite the proximity of the mban-industrial area, and despite the 
adequacy of the schools, mOst fann people appear to be more nearly 
oriented to life-styles and beliefs relevant to agricultme than to other 
ways of life. The fann-reared boy is therefore reared in an effective 
environment which tends not to utilize the information available 
about the urban 1vorld of work. The belief that change is of doubtful 
value and the belief that boys who do not plan to farm need little 
college or university ,training are cases in point. Straus makes a similar 
observation muong vVashington farm boys: those who plan to farm 
have values functionally useful to farming. These mayor may not be 
useful in the nonfarm '\vorld.lti It appears, then, that fann people 

, teller not to be aware of the obj~ctive xcquirements of the nonfann 
world of work. Yet these are the people who usually provide the effective 
learning environments for the farnl youth. They are the people 'whose 

USee I. ,\V. Miller, "Educational lklicfs and Educational Aspirations of Farlll 
Youth" (East Lansing:, Social Research Service, i\Iichigan State Uni.\'cl"Sity. Oct., 
1958 [mimeo.]). . . . 

.. 

:U;Murray A. Straus','''Pel"Sonal Characteristics and Functional Needs in the Choice 
.?fFar.ming as an Occupation:' Rural Sociology} 21 (1956). 257-2G6 . 
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330 RURAL SOCIOLOGY 

i:lp!niollS he trusts. The normal case is to be like those upon whom 
one depends. If onc's reference groups -arc satisfied fanners, he will 
conceive of himself as a farmer-la-be; that is, he will plan to be a farmer. 
But if he docs, he will exhibit the other characteristics typical of his 
reference groups, including a relatively low awareness of nonfann 
occupational requirements. . 

DiUercntlal1"eactiolls to the effective enviromnenl: ··rhc person who 
must be accounted for is the one who docs not plan to farm. The data 
suggest three kinds of things which may result in planning not to farm: 
(I) the development of an unusually well·controlled, independent, and 

inquisitive personality, probably as a consequence of early training; 
(2) being a son of parents who arc more oriented toward the nonfarm 
world than is llsual; (3) perceiving fanning as being an unattainable 
occupation. The personality data in this study clearly support the 
first of these points, and data from another source corroborate part of 
it: Ramsey's study among \Visconsin farm boys 5hO\\-"s a personality 
variable. called "self-reliance" to be related to planning not to fann. 16 

The third point is not so clearly snpportcd by these data. But it is 
highly plausible, and the one bit of inferential evidence available is 
consistent with it: the fe'wer the numbe~ of siblings who could be 
competitors for the family farm, the greater the probability that the 
youth will plan to enter fanning. This is a relatively accurate assess­
Incut of a highly competitive situation. Farms can he bought, but 
their cost in Lenawce County is many thousands of dollars, so inherit­
ance is the most likely way of gaining one. Moreover, the number of 
sons of farmers' greatly exceeds the number of farms <,lvailablc, even 
including those that may be rented. ' 
. Occ1lpational self-conceptions: Probably the early expectation of 
most farm boys is that they will be farmers someday. Since their early 
vocational self-conceptions appear to be dependent upon what is 
presented to them in the effective environment, and since in occupa­
tions this is nearly exclusively farming, it is to be expected that in so 
far as they have any occupational self-conception at all, it will be that 
of the farmer. That is, the farm boy who has no stimulns to grow away' 
from farming maintains and probably strengthens his initial sdf· 
concept of fanner-to·be. On the .otht:r hand, as time goes on, those 
who are unusually self-reliant and inquisitive begin to utilize more 
and more of the occupational information generally available, depend­
ing more and more on reference groups beyond the family, and thus 
begin to perceive new- occupational alternatives. Others, those whose 
parents want them to be more succcssful than is possible in farming, 

1eCharlcs E. Ramsey. "Vrx:ational Intentions of lViscoflsin Farm Boys" (Doctoral 
dissertation, Univers~ty of -Wisconsin, 1952).· . 
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arc consciously trained to look to the nonfarm world for -their occupa­
tions. Still others begin to look to nonfarm occupations because they 
believe f~lrming is Ilot accessible to them. The outcome of all three 
of these is the dcrclopmcIlt of self-conception as non farmer. 

11l/ormnliOlz-seching behaviors: In contrast to the effective environ­
ment ·of farm yot1th~ the general ellvironment in Lenawec County is 
saturated with information relevant for learning about the require­
ments of the urban-industrial occupational world. All of the boys in 
the sample have been exposed to this information in the schools, in 
Detroit, and in the county's -towns and cities. Yet only some of the boys 
use it. The occupational self-conception appears to be the central 
factor which determines the extent to which the available inforrnation 
is utilized to raise levels of educational and occupational aspiration. 
That is. the emerging l1Cmfarnl occupational seIf~conccption cannot be 
actualized. 'without changes in other orientations to_ the ivorId of work. 
',Vhen a boy plans not to fann he is therefore Blore attentive to the 
rcquiremellt.s for success in the nonfarm world. This accounts for 
the higher levels of. educational and occupational aspiration and for 
the readiness to utilize opportunities (occupational flexibility) char-' 
acteristic of those not planning to· fann. as well as the more obvious 
tendency for theln to take fewer. agricultural cotn:scs in school. On the 
other hand. the boys who sec tl~emseIvcs as farrners·to~bc simply are 
not attentive to the available information about the requirements for 
success in the nonfann occupational world. This accounts for their 
generally lower levels of aspiration and for their occupational infiex8 

ibility. This· is. most strikingly shown by the data on beliefs about 
education needed fqr fa~'ming and for nonfarrners. Boys 'who plan 
not to farm tend to believe that all who plan not to farm need higher 
education, and boys who plan to farm deny it; yet both groups believe 
that college or university training is not needed for boys who plan to 
farm. Clearly. the occupational importance of higher education. is more 
apparent to those who arc least identified with farming. 

For these reasons, it is hypothesized that the one who plans not to 
farm is,. by virtue of his occupational self-conception, more highly 
motivated to seek out information which will enable him to be a success 
in the nonfann occupational ~vorld. 

SUl\IMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Previous research has shown that farm"'>-':':ll'cd people tend not to be 
successful in the urban-industrial occupational world. It ha's also been 
shown previously. that levels of educational and occupational achieve­
,meut are positively correlated with levelS -of euucational and occupa· 
. tional aspiration. It has been speculated, therefore, that farm people 



, 
\ 

33 2 RURAL SOCIOLOGY 

lend to ha\'c lower levels of educational and occupational aspiration 
owing, prcsurnably,. to the lack of information available in most areas. 
Other pre'vious papers have shown that in the industrial North of the 
United States the crucial variable is the plan to fann, for all of the 
apparent relationship of fann residence to low levels of aspiration is 
accounted for by farm plans. 

The present paper has attempted to explore data on farm boys in 
a rich agricultural and lighL~industrlal county ncar Detroit in the hope 
of fOl'1uulating an explanation for the influence of planning to farm. 
on low levels of aspiration, and the development of the plan to farm 
itself. This plan, interpreted as a seH.conception influencing the' learn­
ing of available occupational information, is the pivotal clement in 
the proposed explan.ation. Since farms arc available to only a fraction 
of those who plan to farm, it follows that many will have to take non-· 
fann work. If they do not change their plans before marriage and 
family intervene, they will undoubtedly enter and rClnain in the lower 
levels of the nonfarm occupational world. 

If this analysis is correct, and if it is not restricted to the United 
States, the urban-industrial society which wishes to make fullest effective 
use of, and give the greatest personal satisfaction to, its excess farm 
youth will be well advised to develop occupational counseling tech­
niques specifically designed to rearrange their normal occupational 
self-concepts. Such counseling measures should be directed particulatly 
at those farm boys who unrealistically plan to be farmers. Their main 
aim should be to make the youth somewhat doubtful of the possibility 
of entering fanning-that is, to prevent the development of an in­
flexible self-conception of farmer-to-be. A change· in the self-conception· 
should be sufficient to activate the information-seeking tendencies in 
the person, thus resulting in increased levels of educational and occupa-
tional aspiration. -

The quasi-experimental conditions which dictated the selection of 
Lenawee County arc believed to be quite generally relevant for agri­
culture in other urban-industrial societies. Nevertheless, we cannot 
be sure that this is true. Moreover, the study is exploratory, yielding 
hypotheses derived out of data, rather than tested hypotheses. For 
these reasons the conclusions are tentative. The explanation proposed 
should be retested under similar conditions in other areas. Also, studies 
should be undertaken to test the explanation's efficiency in predict­
ing occupational achievement. And, since the explanation concerns 
the development of occupational self-concepts, it follows that longitu­
dinal research specifically designed to study the development of 
occupational self-concepts should be undertaken. In the meantime, 
experiments in changing occupational self-concepts should. be under­
taken to sec whether il). fact they rcsulL in the predicted changes in 
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information-seeking behaviors. "Finally. this tentative explanation is 
intended for usc aJ~ong literate fann people of urban-industrial soci­
eties. In its present form 'it probably does not apply to the people 
of peasant societies. Nevertheless, it may be useful to explore the 
possibility that differential self-conceptions influence the utilization 
of occupational information among agricultural people of societies 
now undergoing industrialization. If self-conceptions arc found to per­
£onn a siInilar motivational function under these conditions. it may 
be that tqehni'lues designed to change them can help such societies 
to develop effective labor forces. Also, it may well be that Lipset's 
hypothesis is valid in less highly industrialized economies." Naturally, 
it is entirely possible that the factors in his explanation and those in 
the explanation presented here may operate together under some' cir­
cumstances. 

171n fact. it has been found that even in Florida, which is certainly not an undevel· 
oped ~rea. Lipset's explanation appears to be morc nearly valid than our research 
shows it to be. Sec Russell Middleton and Charles M. Grit;:g; "Rural· Urban Differ­
ences in Aspirations," Rw"al Sociology, 24 (1959)..317-$54. 
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