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LETTERS

Brazxil

SIR—Your instructive essay on
Brazil confuses ineq
poverty (March 12th). Either can
exist with or without the other.
Educated Brazilians may be con-
cerned about inequality, Ordi-
nary Brazilians worry about pov-
erty: they are either desperately
poor, of semember how poor
they once were.

nt research by the Uni-
versity of So Paulo and the
University of Wisconsin shows
that from 1970 to 1980 the inci-
dence of extreme poverty (320
per month per family member,
corrected for inflation) dro
from 44% to 18% of the nation's
families, This was duc mostly to
economic growth, generating
new jobs at an annual rate of

far above the 2.5% per
year gmwth of the population.

Countering a population in-

ctease from 93m to 119m, this
meant a stunning drop in the
absolute numbers of individuals
in cxtreme poverty, from 45m
(1970) to 25 (1980). So in the
19708 Brazil’s economic growth
improved the lot of vast numbers
of the poor.
Columbus,

Ohio Arcrmsarp O. Hatler

The Pope's tour

SiR—Your article about the pa-
}ml visit (o central America
Marck: 12th) spoke of the Pope

uality with .

omosesm

TheEconomist
Intelligence Unit

T} Quartacly Exssaanly Roview Sorvios.
Bwery quariar §3 Roviews sever svar 104
souairiey
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as though he were a Ko!itician
anxious to improve his chances of
re-clection.

Central America is an area
where there is a great deal of
suffering and where the majority
of the ulation look I!c‘: dt:e
P as ir supreme r
'l‘?lgecssenoe of pastoral care is
identifying with suffering, ab-
sorbing it and offering it wp to
God; intrinsic to it is being where
the suffering happens. As an ex-
pression of pastoral care, the pa-
pal visit was profoundly necded,

angd that it hapmcd was what

mattered most initiation of

political action to end the suffer-
“f even if it had been suocess-
would have been a secondary

ob,ed.lvc
Landon AntonNY Hurst
America’s Spanlards

SIR—The question about the pro-
priety of Chicago being the
American site of the 1 cele-
bration of Columbus's discove
of America (February r{
overiooks some important facts.
Only two countries in Latin
Amcrics have more Spanish-
speaking people than the United
States—Mexico and Colombia.
Rapidly, people of Spanish-
American ancestry are becoming
the largest identifiable minority
in the United States population
and will soon exceed the number
of blacks. Finally, Chlcago has a
large Spanish-speaking popula-
tion of its own,

Cincinnati,

Ohio RoBERT E. MANLEY

Arab Peninsula

SIR—-Your survey asbout the
“Arab Peniosula” (February
19th) is an exceptional instance
of edifying journalism. It poses
the dilemma faced by the west in
the shadow of Opec’s recent
infirmity.
; Since the breakdown c?l the
anuary Opec meeting in Geneva
and aurnyllateml decregsu in the
cost of crude oil by Opec and
non-Opec oations alike, some in
the west see clear economic sail-
ing ahcad with abundant and
“reasonably priced” oif. :
Instead of breaking out the
Dom Perignon in collective cele-
bration of Opec's moital state—
an iltusion §f there ever was
one-the west should exploit
's transicit disability in an
1t to keep supp_ly strong. This

can only be accomplished by,
first, applying substantial dutics
on nll imported oil; second, m—
creasing oil reserves; third,
ing generous economic mcenuves
to its own depressed domestic oil
industries for increased explora-
tlon and drilling.
lemg to do thls. western eco-
nomic cxpansion due to cheaper
oil prices will inescapably absorb
much of the “glut” that so many
m[e are gloating over today.
it is then that the clever trap
s0 politely set by the Saudis will
be sprung: increases its
prices (the non-Opec exporters

will raise theirs, tool), lnd the

law of supply and demand will
tule the day, just as those saga-
cious students of Adam Smith—
the Gulf princes—Xknew it would
al! along.

Washington, DC  James CotLmng

International studies

SIR—Your American readers
owe gratitude to The Economist
for the article (February 12th)
calling attention to the threat
banging over internationa! stud-
ies in United States. I do not
think that the administration
hoped that the deletion from the
fiscal 1984 budget of the very
modest, and totally insufficient,
amount of $26m earmarked for
international studies would pass
unnoticed. 1 su that it was
unaware of its existence.

For 20 years I have been direc- -

tor of Indiana University’s Inner
Asian and Uralic Natiopal Re-
source Centre——the only one of
its kind in the country—and one
of some 90 area centres function-
ing under Title V] of the Higher
Education Act of 1965.

The activities of the centres
have been praised by the General
;\cooum Office, not known
or its indulgent ju ots. In
the meantime, mmmn after
commission-—-the last one, set up
by President Carter, presented
its report in November, 1979—
emphasised the importance of in-
ternational studies and described
their desperate situation. The
recommendations remain a dead
letter,

Specialising a3 we do in the
study of Turkic and Mongol pop-
ulations (including those of the
Soviet Union) we welcomed the
bills to strengthen Soviet studies
introduced Congressman
Hamilton (Democrat) and Sena-

tor Lugar (Republican), both

from Indiana. The Intemational

"Education Act was passed by

-congress in 1966, but no money
has ever been provided to carry
out its aims. The dismantling of
the present Iramcwurk of the

.and other western mo

, Shefﬁeld

international studies 2
the department of educdl
would be a blow which ‘wist
throw back t0 zero all it
undertaken in this ﬁeld
1958,

Bloomington,
Indi

ket for syndicated bank losgg
sovereign countries, the I
could offer to buy some of
loans from the banks, at 5’?:
able discount. ;

An open iawitation to ﬁeé
these loans would pose p:
for bankers but would
some free-market vahses
would then be applied |
counting for these loans in bg
balance sheets.

This type of operation @
not be restricted to the IMFY:
could be extended to i
United States Fedéral

authorities, in conjunctm -
their international dev
aid budgets. No bank may «
to take advantage of suchf

fers—but I doubt it. )

Geneva Davip C. Mjrew
T

Prisons h

SIR—-Instead of crowdmg l.h
prisoners into one cell for -
months where they can
ecach other how to wm
crimes, they should eich
month in solitary. It wo b
bigger deterrent 1o have aob
to talk with, no visitors, pom.
television or newspapers..

As three prisoners wouldor
pY the cell for three moriths
stead  of sx;l it would out
prison ulation by half sey’
half thggl:lsons coulyd be sl
to make money instead of sz
ing more money on prisons. ‘is

Rovce Bm

Labour’'s relreat
SIR—You amaze (March
“Labour needs primarics”]
Bnush parties, then, to w

as “responsible’” as their Agl
<an counterparts?
é

Loretto,

Pennsylvaniq

SIR—I enjoyed your ooéti
bour's retreat to what?';gx
Sth). Would it not,

have been more- approph;
have depicted the uniaaﬁ
Foot and his comrades s
ing towards Moscow? - -

West Germany l'mum
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