
Thif article cu~~~tg th&t ~reciDe definitio~ of the te~ st1f« 

{'(l~~<LFtic:on h~11 u·~t~<td ur~U$ probl~ for the th"orift iutere:;tet\ it: 

. c:;)!!: fal:TlW~ic~ of thtl ~e:l.f-coo::epti~n. After redofis'iing &ei.f•ca:>ceptin:.'i 

111~ t::.e ~1vicl~.l' • ddinitioo of hit> Ul.!!tf.t<UIIlhips tc• tlw obj>'ct~ o!: 

hifi a:r.p«iti.ettclt, thec outbc;'t' provide~ 11 logic~:l chs&ification of. t.h~ v<~'F 

in ~;"hil::b ~JIU'h 41 de.finition mcy bt fomod. T'r•b &y&>t:l!i'll aho~tlc! •:~'>.;u:Jt 

U::.~. poadblc v.syf in ~icl: sr. tnd:htf.c!ul's ulf~::01lcG{'tio:. w.y be fa~.'Jl,><l. 
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ec,~1.lil co~t~.-;;t. h~ tl;;~H; tc- obt~·:<.~,; 

:: ,,, 
ci'c-sn cne~~l~s· inid.g-htful, i~ .l:I;.t.y:::tft01.:"1~~-c .. 



l'be Self-Cor;cet-tion 

Hera mpirieal • tudies &!:~ rele~'l'an::. Mi>Ufe>:ttl li.uh•,' r; li i.l>y 1. ~ :Lc;, t:rcs.'"' t-
' 

A.%4: 51·52): 



#.ll intli.vidual identi£:!.f:ll himael:i' in tet'Ela c;.f hia ct>uc:e·;;tioo of h'!.<· rl!:• 
2 

letionJhip to the ot.jec::a of hi& expe:::i.ence. !It~ sd£-con~eptiou LJ' 

cbjeete .. 

Conditi.Oull for the ~~finit:!.on of Oidect~. 

But :l.f ~bjects are tc:ms :b~ the defil1.1ti·~ !f the self, it io cl>O>'T 

th&!: the individual ~~~~et havo. " cia.fl'.nit:tou of tliot<" objecta to whir.!! i<<> 



. ' 
aee; htmself related, othervi~e he defin£s one nn~o~ in terv~ of 

kin<\s of ulr;tf.•;r.ul:ip.a b&l:m!en ol!j~Ct:Gi ,_hich ba·.v.: p&~·ttc:du d3Ilif,i· 

uuc:.e: thc.toe rclation.t!t.:l.pe whi.-.h do r.ot c:.':ie;l:il>ll with thn context of 

i~ trying to-tleep, a piano falliag !rom a build!r~ &nd &o co. It is ~~¢ 

combination of both dtuational ll!ld uon-s:ltustionl'il ~el..t.tiei.ships:~icl: 

1111Jke up the «iefinition of the object in tet'lll& of blf! rebtion to "W-hich 

the indiv.t.c!Wil Uentifiee h:l.m&iilf J.!:!. any 1ti1m~ dtu~tio-1:\• Sit:ee bf'llcvic'1: 

al'illlyl! takee pl&ce in A •it~aetioll&ll context, thb definition h ;:lael of 



.. his relation~hip to piano~ in genernl which dominate• tlte indiviGu~l'a 

tiger in an individual's livir..g I!'CXT.Il conlltl~tc:~ c di.it.,rcmt ob ji'~t to 
3 

expllm&toey l'<"'lfflr. 'thu.e th.<>re are e.:;.eme:;ltll of the t~elf~cooc:ept:!.® vhich 

· cio not ah:!.ft from dtu#tion to l!t.tua~i=, &1<\1 there &rc .eli<!!>ll:ltll "td •·h 

do. 7be :l.luliviO.uel 'e co:tception of t,iJnsclf iG to thill e:~ttent eit:Ueti.Ol:Mlll}' 
4• 

vuiablca. "rbis thacry prii!Qict.!l, therfore, thet etudie~ att:El!!:ptirtl); ·to 

related aon-aitu&tional af!lf ciefinitionc (e.g., "I am fr~cny, ") t~ 

apacifie, aitUeted behavior• would yield negative reetlte, ac they &~rally 

have. (Sea1 for exa~?l•, StrGdheck, et. al.) 

A def:l.nit:iOlll of the s:elf•~;:onccption. therefore, I!Ui\t illclude tho;; 
/ 

iw:ividusl 1~ conception of bis aitwatiOIIIll ad llon•aituatioual defiuiti~ 
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I 
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I 
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I 
I 
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i 

l 
l 
! 
I 

in question, and the consequent relationship he conceive& hetwe~n th~ e~. 

Thii conetitutec hill definition of bwelf if> that &itl!.tltitm "t Ch!!.~ taw .• 

sdf-con.ception h fo~'.!.' 

grut«r or lencr extent th4lt it iti thh er.:t of ~e~>igr.~.ti;:)t\ or ud'£ttiil · 
' 

context, the individual leu·ne to rceogaiu the Wlii:y oi: a &e.t c::: ati!Auli, 

and to differontiete theoe atimuli fro;;:a other iltialuli, put end preeent. 

But something cannot just be "a:lmilar" or "different"; it 111uet be iimilet 

to aomethin£ and different fr0111 something. Tntl!l. the p.J:OCel'~ of ddin1ng 

•u bbject ia one of &&loci&tion &nQ difierenti•ticn, or c•eegorization. 

Once fora.eci, ~ue Clltegoriel! elti!bli&!h the liouie fQi the definition o~ 

object. the individual confrcmt:e.. i'hutr filter cste!Joriea ar.;; couceptual 



• 

Insofar lUi the self 'IH!Y be> er. obj\'ic:: of ~me's attant:io<> (for it, t'~'• 
~ . .. ... 

. may be "dedgn..ated cr r11fc::;-red to ") it i~ &lso cefillecl thro"'gh thb 

·· individual fol'11ille his celf c.,ncc.ptica ow: of h1a definitlo;l of hi.:l ~;dst:!.Cil'\= 

~hipLtO the objects Of hb eAplll:'ie;aca, 4!U\l if <lll defini.tiCll is ·c&::rf.ci 

'.!.'he questicll of the o::::!.gill of r~Glf i~ i:h<a: ~arr.-e as tho; quui:icn of th!!l 

fomaticn of filter ca::esoriee. "t'n!lll• within this cystem,c· indbrl.dwil 

identifies object# by piad . .ng th- !.n!:O o!>tect filter c:E<tegnrhfl, -:,_~, h~. 

identifiee himself by pl~=tngh~c:lf.into self filter categories, Ris 

or!~tation 
·- .! - . . . -. .- . 

t:owa~de ~ object .(his attitl.lde) is deteraiine.d by hie CO'.:l~·:. 

~eptioa ·of the relationship of the aelf filtel:' .category t:o· th>! object· 

filter category. Attitude can tb.ut be define~ u t111 milividua.i 1s coneer:.~ 

tion of the rdstionshi& of. the filter cste&?r.Us of t.-ilich he thin~ h~ 

. -· ·. _._ -~· ..... -- . 
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.' of attitud~ .n D!: ecce='i: foe tl:le fo..""'at~ of ft.::.ter Mt~W fi>? 

' o&ject &tid fa:: csU. lt i.e e.i::! tait'ly lFU¢:ly a~l~~ed tb.l.lt th~ 

(lebalms>. <ll'h2b'lst""'i• e;. ;;;;:;? , ) 

7 

1\laft · uc, f:ba. wo ko.i~ ,eyrct~~.< of mfl\KI!Ce oa attttllli• (pos:SClU~ 
. . . . . . 

obecnadcm 111!4 t:h: ~~; o.e otll~g;)! t= bu1c CS'@I\Iilfil .. .!! atttt:a 
. . _. . . . . . . .. !"".f~.~l . . 

amtt:d. WLc.\\ t:bet il<.fl~t:~ :iL.-'7 k tifz·:>~~a;;!: ~dii<2W.l:li.Ctc <>!' c;;j,{t: <0d . . . 

. :,:~ ... [. 
• 

·.1 

:. 

. i . 

!. 
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... - - - - - • - - - - Cll - .a_..... • - - - - ..... c C!l - ..;. ... - .u .. *' .. . 4'f 

CE be clt\d.fied ~ iUCW!Gi:li &€><-.h ~ tl~u'at~l;.>"t 
• 

The ~e.U•!\:.'If1.f'.7:i.va !.c>)i. ~ oa~. ti::;Q p;~~J ~;.e;n< .. t;:l,t}01; lt'Cl:'• 0:1:& 

b~ as= t(3 co:::'<lllP~ .. ~~'zy· cc ~~e H<m~ csll; ~= a:~tf~E.~~~i<J<t "t:.· 
. . . ~ ; 

..... 
:·'! /"• 

~ tho bo~i& of thu tob~Cl.-u:d.C'b, ~J:A ~;.H.?W,...:. u 2t.l;~ ~ mf~:.: t:;;~ .. ,, .· • 
3. 

liltt®.rht.p mf.ch a:tUtt ~~~~ ll!"":elt t:I!t~ tt:.:.::: 621>,1.-ee. · ~u .;,:;~::" 

etitute:o eel~ AIM of 1!'1,..~"'e 1. l\11t t!:«i<\1 ~'\'> ~ktf.aru:. G:f t!-.1r; pgoce~t>, 
. . . 

other t1wt eillple; lfhe:t ~t!~ ef f.M:l.~"Cil t.'ith obJIIlet we 
. . 

- eo, perbape tlolq wly i!:li.Mi: ..Wleaee to M~tPa. o:~l irtt:st~, · 

fit vit.!dn tbe et"llfm" ot S~lfu ~tan~"'~..,., i.et •. 

:·-

; 
at.• 
\.·· 

' • 

' 
. ~ . 

taem •bould eleCt apply .to ~ oth«.u. }Af(>ft.l.5lti0i:l. tao ~We u " ruc:'1:. ; 

ef: an G!l"D,~.E~ -· ehoUld t~bo e~l1 tO .. otlt~!:f. 'Jhf.Q s.· DOt , . 

. ~t to b~t a ~~.,;,_~ .. ~oooept; it a~.up11 .-as ~t dl,a wcnW: .· · :~r:<O:.~ 

:l~~::t:; ::,::::::::::·~:·,:::us~:: :~{,::r~:·; 
.. ·. '· .. . . .. ·. ·' ,,.. . .. ···).:·/'·· . 

., 
t ., 

. l .. . ! . ,. ··, .. 

. . . ~ . - ~- ......:.-~ -----,.-~··· ·' 
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~ering &aDthc:: oltjec~ ,;...te. h~ ~dvea b k :it\ the e~ c:l.~~: <::·· . 

f:l.rilt:. At tbl!' ~;,_m,. "filter c:eteg~" implw • the utqcr, t~en.e a: ~ - · 

I· 

I. 
'I 

! 
j; 

. l 
' ; 

t 
I 
I 
!~ 

i ·r: 
l 

' . .. ' ' .,,, 

.. -"·; 

.. :\;: 
. ' --. r. 

lii!'"..cQd. &n, il•'~i~ur.!. CCl;S ae~ h!as~f ~ & IISile<.: of • e&ett~ ;- ~.-, · :· . --~ 

WLcb u relA;tCii to t!u obJ&e.t ~- & ~ ll&W-7· lollno cho I'Uiill'la1ui 1;; ---:.·•··· •' -~ 
a li.ttla !IIOCe e~l~. Dlit et:!!.i. etref#,t:f~: if ~ :~J:diti.!!<~~ ~-r.- ~:_'. r 

. . . - -_; ~ . -- . -.... ; - ~ 

ti.ft,u hisaelUt.:tema Gt! h:!.t 'reut~t? t= o&j~b:. ~~ t:i.f£~Wf.l'4.~~,;~,;~ _,.;. t 
. ' . '. ... 

~- '.· f 
' <· . ! 

... · .... 

(lC) is a •mil!!i\t~ I Jg; ~1: a at:cl~-~: <rl S.Q c -~ ttste:r. • I a • ....,..,. 

lovu. ate. ·xi ~ it: H, it fell~ thalt a tt.4irtd~l ~ •.W t.~· 
. - . 

-;.-,;,.. aelf atu41q tn th~ •w raltthi.t;;H~ ~ e~:~ "~ ~J~+-~ (.~ &<;t ol: 
. ··'"'. 

-·~·· ., . . .... 

tem~~ 2f th;.t ClhJ~.e. ~ ~!~~ til ~,. a a~!:" I ~~ & s~~w•:.: . . 

t· • . 

.. ' ., . ., 

I . 

,._, . . ,., ' !\ 

•, __ 

.;-. ; ·j1 
-. .. ••~•na:y that etc~ eocatc!a: iuaeu ~ e1eu facttocal eczst• ~;; ·.- ' 

l -~ . ' 
••lats with nprd to &:bat Object e1: eat o~ OJ,jec:ta: llha~. e&C" li"'·'"~ .... '. ____ i' !_· 

- .. - · ____ _.. aa •re«opriate alct~tp of alter to l!li c;\j~Kt WOllld N Cda aa ! 
. . . I -~ 

_ •PrroPriattt fer -ego ae vel.l. 1taua. atc.r'a af:U:ues l='••=cl •• objeetii .. } I 
uc:i-1141!04 u che act of olljec:te tovud tkicil:. •8<' fae7-t 1i1i --=_ at~~ ~-. --• .:: ,·[. - . j ;: · 
aSaliwlr hlated li'O~a:td bR ag~tE>i.f h:f ~· · :.t~ aervu ae • ~ ~.1:1_ .• _~(_:._:,_-_-~1.·.-_---·--·· . . 

1 
~ 

~-~·· •ttttucica ~ oo obJt~c:u m tb$t ut. lktte ttit tt te ~t t . -~ . ~ 
1 

. ·.J·i 
.- - ___ -........:.-. 
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'1• :·,~ .: ... · 
.• t;·t . 

• . . .., _ .. , r .. ~-
.,.~·- ' ' 
., 
i. 
··,·-it dngle ot:jooe, thu c:Gfl'$ep;...-M" m c&i.l ~ cf r~.- 1~ if ter-c= , .. 

.... ---· 
~-: ' 

& catescrr ot object~. eell fc::r of 1"1li..tr~: l. : So~" ~ of tn~f'zw.e~> 

. hu be~ ueec: fnqu=::ly. c4 ill pr*'"...Z:i.y ~ ~.!la:U of th~ ~f.l:f.ec!t,v 
. . . . ::~ r.:.~ . 

. . obu~ ~~iiect cf ~ tn~z 1 pl&~ i:l Q~ ed~M~a~l all oc~t1Sili.~.: : . . 
. f . ~;{~-~-

. .U!i!UIIIti= o;f h~ ~ehoo! !;!."!'.;..;~~,. {G;,dJ,J:<O mi: 1\c'G:ta"i.'OJO~~. oMU 0 · ···.'·: • 

"· 
.. &e. al., ~0 .:.uu. cW i~e~). . . . . '·r<:p .. 

It in all~ ~e ~ :z~e c:D.lot 41it~~"" ~ll !ie. ttom6 f<:r.:riiii!. I 
ca1y twa!:'d th'l! t>l!j~~ ,.;~~"'cd~U.y ~t:.~t:~ f:~ r£.':!!.1.!'~~ey. · U ""', ~_;~ I 

... " 

.· 
· tcr.reri clep, =1)" atti.tt:t~ tc"-<=:;j e:~&:Ji vtU bo e.:-f~~ (wd mlR :«,~ . . . . . - . ·\~-~!>- . 
Willi ·~• of c.oVn6, te ~c weal~ .uill tbcl;g ctt1.W!I.") ~sst ~tt~i-s . . . ·, · to • . · ··. .· ··.. · · ,· :':.ri..~W;~, 

. ~N a~: ol$c •.. If re:. ~~v£41!11! ee:~:_: ei:ki' pelf~'~ 't~.·it ~<c . . · 
' 

cou1clcn to haft ta4 .- hl.i'~~-.. ..ttip to 6 Ciili.zll of e,t.ett ar: l:e ~ . ;;~~-:~; 

fC!t:fons a aettoa t:owrd o;M< ®z ~%::. t.'o<j&:~tfl t::~ tbei: stte, it 111h:; : ... t-~ .:;,. ..-:i'::::i'<~~ 

, . ~ed.GIU111 equ!-nlezit to e,.:o'a perfci:i•tn&~ it ~i:llf. h ~l~ t>e ci>hl'. .. <';-'; 
·. t:o w.b e mf~e Pout !::~ cr.m &Q%.f·~~~~ Cillt. nlat~#:f< ~ -" .. 

. ~- ~ 

of ac.aoaa he bu ptenoul:r &!of~ ;i~ ~he •• u b. '-. tii ~ w 
. --~ 

·r 
> •. 

fi.Socb 1~ that.· Piltm. ~ o~t* fer!! t:be.aelf .. li'ait a tor:* · ·: . •.. 
. .... 

c!Gfuf.tf.tw1 of Ol:ljacu, iii theca~~ mto w.dct •go Cltls~ t<<~\ h:~.tc'~- · .. ~-

aolf end alter ~ctii tc fi.lur bU CCII!espticzl of biaelf. •1M .;;~. · . ~- I · 

..,_....,~._ .... ,_a_ .. ,.;.....;;..,......,,....,.~ i'~ 
~· 

. ! 

I 
! 
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'-· ....... ' :- . . •': . : .. 

oea wH!lt llbCIIIl b~t bu 14oetUW ~IIOilt.U!li tba ebject '4iift.=.t11 (~~u· · 

at. {c1) oblcnil!! I L . 11M with .... ~'bat iAai>~ ~ -~ 
. . j . . ••. ••· 

obJoc•: frCIIa tile uteJ017 ot obj~tc :t~o;:v wiiU.tl,i:b$ iUi'i~Uil a· ... ~ 
·. . . . 11 '· ·. . . t, 

&bat object ori~ll: (c.,X.l 4). 

lt!:'itt-lt&s· ~· iuti .. ~fthu~r ot.n•cton.~ottc of cu aeJlt-llet.*L~r;'~;~o·r~ 

Act. 111· &at ~ WivUu.allll&lr.u icfu.aoos abciat ltiallalf 111 bflllelf, ;~!'~.::~\\;/ 
lllteHM:q lllllic Cxlut till WivU•i. ll7 IZUII4i 0~ ChM 1tlm11lfi a!lll['i.;;·_,.,r .. 

: . - -- . . --- _.. ·. :-.:.~ _; _;;i~-:-r~·--_ ... · 
f.n IOii<S tN:f e~:l.c&ted tc the i!t•lt'7'Uool, ala<> lz&v&. aa eft..:t 011 •:LS {' ;,;_',. J : 
dafi111dGa af •s.o.u. thle pcaua~ -~ ~Naeu cbouc tbo b!;, ;_J · ,.,.,•· · 

. . . . ' . ~ 

. di.rtclual 'IISclc 11J ecYrGIIa ~ther. the aW.e:i.f an o a • =iecte£ to hiP.. si ,~':!~'hi" 
. . 12 . 

1Mt7 IIIIth Uu •t !& .._t b: tba ~ ~.u~ ... 

l.b1 tt~e JJ~eec poadllle ltrNI. if aa u.tt~·• atttC.S• an -: ::·:~;: ...... ·"·' 

..0• up of bto .iefial.tiaaa of •s.e nlati•llafp to tile ebjeoCG of lau 

..tiap¢~e.ce, ·til• it follow tbelt ot:b~ .-. iafl~IJ W ·atti~ 
. . ·-_~ .. : ~ .. ~'~ .. 

Ulue~t. tta. J~HPCtltt& tbat aotbu c.. ~..ace (1) tbe ~~~~~ ... ~l·~, 
attitude .tiOiiid a otJject wltliout eeRthSna &tl&t oltjut. ~~l,.~k~-~i~~: d:;t;. 

. . · .. ·. ~i:.~;~:. :tL· . . 
. ·::. . .. ·:· .... · 

. . ' ~ -· 
•• l .. -

~ J . . . . . . 

. : : 
... · .. _, ____ - -· .. 

•;.. ~.' ·. . .. 
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foc:ul!1ag attenttoe. e:;, ~'<~ 11d£, tt (ii) ~t< ~;t~<rl.d~l 'e ~i!~i:;.:l.l;~ .<"4.. : ··-· .: 

-. 
0\t tile objeec: . '- ·. ~;--. 

. ;.l-:::.;_1 
. ~ 

·i 
But th04e ar.: act the ot.ly cm:plmti.fis t&!il:ert th.&t D'.l~ ~ ~-<t 

: i 

obj~c::' {the ·t"lf mdudQd) ue. ~e!~~ b:; plMf-"t tr.<~-. ;,st~ ~ctc;rt~:..M · i -: ;· 
·. ,-

. ~· 

.-._. .-:-

. ·;: 

. 
;- ·_ "!::' ....... 

. ! . . .• 
! . -~: .-

lllwwrate& with ,, d~!'l&'s;· - ~ •. ~ -;.&!> ' 

' f 
•. 

I 5elfi'iltU" Oii>J~t I'Utcr 
~t&sory 

_l'l',;;lr.H,.. ... :..(,.. 
Ctite~ 

(Jd~t: Pe~l~) ~rt:~i . @§l:j • 7 ~i]i~~1dnaJ l 
._,;~~~~-

'·: ::·~--~~ ~-;~~f1~ 
------:-~7"~:;~:-;:: 

. .. 
-... ;. >h-...... 

. ?·/·:§ 
~ ~~>~J;_; _:_i 

'Jb• ta~:~u bau Hpl'umt thii filtu cat~IAI: of 11M*' •F" ~~~ . . . . - . . .( 
his5alf &Uc1 ~!elae to bl! Mt!b~tr~D, t •••• ·~ ~ a ~ 0~ tho: ~~: -!,.. . .,. .. 

. . ~risht peop1&11; at aledieirle ·i• a 6 d iu: ct the cct:<!l(;~~' "i"...::::te:(t?):"';• a.~i~ ;, __ : • . . n -· .... . . -- .... 
. - . ' . •7. ~ '/J r; ,;_ . ·t . . . 11 ~-~ 

~ttitad~ toHrd aitcitetm •·•J!ili:_f.bft~f.d b7 ·othen 'lihG-'JiiovU• bta wi.tlk~:. ·'::-:-.:· 
. . . : ~ 

~t~1 aithar e~Hw.~ ld.i J:Ciati.OUhip to asdtc3zte (e&ll S of ~~"' :;' f" ·' 
1) 1 hie I'Clati.GiiMtp 1:0 ~~ll ~cell 6 Of ~ 1), tile: ftli<UOII'Iilli{' . j_ 

·• ·,i· ... 

. ; > 
.. l 

... : .. ,.· . . . •'f·": . ,. 
' .' .. ~ 
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of bright people to succe&s (cell 8 of Figure 1). 

thi& theory has for the detection of significant other~ ~ill be ~ppercut 

when one notea that in all thees in&t&nces enather perso~ h~e infl~c~ 

ego' a ettit-olde tov£trci being & ®ctCir. 'iet ill. cell au th.l!.t ocll11.r 6~ 

UGt antion doetcre. 1n cell aeveu h••.cH.dc.'t l:l'..ntiou e~, and W. c~lr 

eight be ~ticmed n&i.the. (Wodf~::l. lSbi; Jl.~ller ·~Woelfel. !%::',) 

ind~vid\Yll "-he b&il 1uflueJ:.Ce4 bit; 1!-t;t~t~!l tftl..·u(l au ob j(lct 'Ql'$.11 lie:lcre: 

yi.e'!.<J\ 11 c~let.s U.~;t c;i! "fli$1J.1f:l.czne ctbue" • cine~ 1::: vill. udoo~ V>:U 

>•.C ~~.('~ •• ;, ~, • ., ~.'f...j~At ' 
If.·,.._~ 'I.Oo.b""'~·~··-·.:. ~1.-~ W~ ~1,.> ~~ .. 

r'ZlZ~?:~he:: r.M!'f &3';t 1':'~" ,. 11r w.~{i <):r ;}~le, 1\al!! ic.iii!.«!;.!J~-l! the lMi:riGf.lfol!. '" 
l.'i 

Which tryc (~ cbmrcete~~t~¢41l~ f~il~} to ~c!~te ncn-;1t05ti~l G£tf• 

iallg£1! (a. g., I ce f=:I.G!!lly; I cr.! ~tgnce1W~) to epcdfi.c bohavior11., Oil. 

i::hd! other ha:d it eTGid~J elz.: ~iricd h0blet·lll!IGg: thmt adze" «Mit Qf th~; . 

. ~.: 
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'fhe c:d.tic._l value of the th<!loJ:y, hOI'!o<ve.r, i:> th;;t ::1:.~ r;.i..gl:.t-fil'l(! 

ci..o.uificet:lcm of means of eelf•eon:::eption fo~t1cll ie :<lOt o;;:; ~t:d.tt':lc 

o;:H,, bul: rath.sr fcllov.; cire!:.tly i!:"¢e th~ lf<f:!.niti~::. of: nlf c:oil.::~;:ti,~;~, 

Sin.::e this is the can, th~;~ dbeavary ot e !tl;:l.~ of in!"tuet:u:.e not i.r.d.oc'"''~ 

. in the ei:J.~:: cellt, 011: t;ht; f::l.lure !:" lceai:a i<?.fl..uen~:; cort"<li!i;'i<7.:l.Q:i.~ t~ 

all the celle l'O::.tuircc a UCtiific~tiOiA Q)!' ~ej:i!~t.:!.:eili. cf ~~ ~!:~i~~L::ie~ 

·. r.-f salf•C.Q?!ee.pt!t'::! ·tt~·~tlf. _tilue ~~~ d.ilfhlitiar;\ af tJ!:.l;:c~o~!=;.G:;·:::iv~ 

· b~~~l.i:-St·W-j~-c~c~vt~i.--g:;-J:.;r-----e??i::iel'!-:-l--r.~c~-~~-i"'e•-,<~-----

··. 



Sl.llmlacy 

Thi• paper •~ggesta that the incl1vidual identifien himself by 

recogniEing hi8 relationship to the objecte of hia experience. ~ig ir 

dont: bulcally ~~11p a proceu o! clanification cf th" in<!iNf.ou.;:l eu-5 

tho~e objeeta 1Dto filter cl!te!!ortes.:. Self-con~;oepaon MY tb~~ !.;; for10td 

and altered by forming or altering filt•r categori~a, 6ither b7 incl~11~ 

the individual or object into, a previouoly de:!inzd f:!.lter ct!tegt~::y, >.!: ""·' 

cnar:.ging the definition of c filter c!!t&itc:>:Y it; to 'l.itich either: the 

:L:..C/yidUJi.l or &!i obje.ct h<i;; alre~ciy ht!en cl:ittd.fifds T'h.e f!&en.cy e:-f tb.i£ 

proceae ~y be either tha individual hima~lf through biz ~ observatio~ 

(:;el;:-&efle:dva Act) or the te£tim0ny {wbetha'-' verbal or uot) of uth~~: 

p<op:.e (lAbelling). Croeo clauifying yielda eight db tinct w<~:)'~ in 

wh Lch the t~elf•concopt:l.on ~ b• fol"ll\ed throu;;h interac!::I.Oll with thu 

aoc·.el contm:t. 

.• 
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1. ladle Durkbeia aov thu clearly: ''Oil th.e ooli! hallll, all :Ultcmv.;l 

l:Lfa draw ito prUia'C')' •tari.al frca without. We cao:10t re.flect ow: ~ 

coa.ciownan :l.n a P="Oly wc!etarmiud atatc; u this ehape it ilil infimt~ 

ceivabla, IIOIIF CGIUCtolilt1le .. bec:CI&V9& clete:n=inecl 011ly wbC!I affoc;.o# b7 

. .outh~A~ .wt s.taalf." (Z)urkbeia, l?S1, p. 27S,) 

%, Rare, " efti:)'Wbore ia chi.& article, objac:t ia takA~&!. eo ••u 

"· •• cnyth:l.n& wlch em be lluipatad or l'derr..S to ••• " 

ignore¢. It 11 the noct•aituatf.OI1al ettr:l.bvtee of the _piano (e.g., it!i 

Sllluivaeu) that rencler it ·ct.Jltseroua wbea fall..:tc.g f?:Qt~ • buil.c!ir.g • t1 

diffuent. object (IJ&y • feather) in the eame aituatiou (falling fr- a 

'builcU.na) will evoke • llifferent napoaee. 

4. Por a dmilal:' ara-t ••• c. Wrlsht lUlb, "Situated Aet.inu 

al)d Vocabulariu of Motive," Aalericen Sociolod.cal !.evieJt. V (1940), 

pp. 904-913. 

S. One a:l.nglG clefinit1011 of a aelf•object (or aet of objectl) relatio:a• 

ah:tp ie 'What 1 ..an tlha 1 eay attit:uc!e. 'l'bh conception hae been uae4 

before, "&IICI ia nadarecl by dle oonaau te'hlll!e~:gvoretellung, (iclee of tha 

1:aledoa betwnn tbe .. tf aad the ~ject to vbicb the eelf 18 reepOild.ing). 

(ir-, 19S1). lee Cardlaer Lilldaey, lalldboolt of Social Pgcholop,. 
·• 

(CallbrU&e, -..eetcbu.settl: Add.Leon-We&ley, Inc,), p. 43. 

6. ilftfot:d J.uhn bas aho referred to the aelf •• a e011.•tellativ.\ of 
I 

.attitudea. (lubu, 1960, p.l3) lt could be arpecl that, ainca the eelf;. 

~GDceptioa u. pnbabl)' forMe! Olla or a fov attlt11d•• -at a tiM, 'Dlcb of the 

... 
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~ C~nt. vagueness and generality involved in current formulatic~e 

of self·fo:rmulation theories b due to a focus on the whole selfg 

conception rather thm on the forullition of Olle attitude at • tilu. It 

follOWl> from the definition above cut tll.a pr<•bla of aelf•eonceptio:; 

tormctf.on ie beat dealt with one attitude at & u ...... 

is a eatagcrs 1:90.- 8114 servea a& a filter f<n lli eCIIU!t!tutient «*J«t'ta, 

nch cf ~ich in tom 1e a filter eategoey to:" a le"sar eatesory. t'b11.lUt 

atep in this u.cluct1on11l t eb4:1.n vould h that et~.toc<rrY of phyai~l at:bailf. 

which aa;a ,';bueby du1.&D4tas as • cU.ael:C!ta 0 hutoric;tJlly w:l.qua ol!jeco::. 

8. !k.ad, &€ a philosopher, b ewceJ:U<td -·with the fact we 

the indh·Uud e.o;: iDf~tr hb eubjec:tivit)' fJ"CCllff that ohanrvetiO!i.; he C.!'.tl 

· inf~<r: th.d he b " asmt. ~!~Mel b ~an.c.i vith till! :f.:!:div-idual'a a¥$re· . 
nea of ad£, liCt viti! bb 'avarenoat of hiaoel!! as a tpcdff.c: k.i.IK! !}f ttr~ 

Be 11! concarAed With the .uferenee of the nlation.llip ·agent to thAt a~tecl 

. •, 

vith it.a tpe~ific cxpr•uiOG; t.~e illd:l.ddua.l inf..r~ uot only cliat he •c:H 

twari t:.\a objaet, but thct he aet:• tawcr4 it in a apec!,fic vay. 

!t, .;, Cooley a(> sctly put a aiailar poillt: "XJ. ao f~tr aa <Nr adf 

1a ideDti!ied w:l.t:h that of anoth•r l.t h. of courte;. UAltkely that the af.lu 

of tito lat~r •ould k obno:.i.oua to u11." (COI'Jley. I'• Zl4) 

10. itA tile objecu .Ol:l which the c.utaacry 1a bated gi:'O'ift .ore ad more 

41ffv.Q~, 110rc. ~., .,ra ·~H~~·~ will be traneiorred, beca\18a the tWl~ . ' 

al'iey will be ••au •• applyil:lg to ..,re ad IIIOJ'e ol>jact•. Ill the caee 11h6n 

·ca objecta are ~~&tr.-el7 cliffuae--vheo iDdividuah h • cates;oS')" ecodcl~ 

tbe;uehu atdlar with naal:ll to almoat nary object tba,J oontact·· all4 

•m tha nfarlllCe cata1017 abo cOIIlprf.ltll • IN!IIbulb.tp ~. sttr.tuc!~ 



·. . . ' 
-3·· ~ 

15. A set o-f questioo.nd.u innruments, At V6ll ae aw 1.ntarview . . 
~.-... " 

'!:>oth bued em this theory ~d dodgaed to detect dgnifieant 
' . 
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