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SOCIAL-POLICY ANALYSIS 

Sce Public policy analysis. 

SOCIETAL STRATIFICATION 

Socie",1 "ratification phenomena are tile reb· 

ti,'dy enduring. hierarch;c:all), ordered rdation· 
ships of power among the uni" ofwhicb ,oL-ietY is 
composed. The ,malles< UniL' "'" adults, gainfully 
employed men and/or ,"omen. nuclear families, 
or sometime' el<tended fami]ie, or hm"eholds, 
Such unies ~rt: ordered from highe't co loweM in 
term, uf power: poli'ical power, acquisiIional 
power. (he power of pn::slige, and the power of 
iuforrnatiomU ,,,,,,clillg. hC'!'body exporiences stm· 
,ificall{ln e"ery dar, although a person "[len no· 
tices it ouly in ,he sense thal some people seem 
bellel' 0\' worse off than he 01' she is. Sodal dunk· 
er:<, powerful people, and ttvolutiomIIies have 
al""'''' been especially concerned with MnrLillc,tiorL 
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Secure knowlerl6'" of the '''-','''1: form.s str"
tific"tion SmlLLure, may take is impOTtaJ1l Le<:am~ 
of lhe effect5 thuse S(ru"ur~., have on m"ny as
p~n.' ()[human e"l'"rience. such", p"ol'le's dream, 
o[ a better life, effort-' to imp",,,e their Sltuati()jlS, 
.,tri"ings for succc.", fea,- of failure, sympathv for 
the Ie" fortunate, en\,' of other,' good fortulle, 
and even [eelinb" about rev()lution, 

A cmnplete unders'aTJ(ling of stratification 
r~quiTes SevCI<U kinds of knowh·dge: first, whal 
stral1fication _,tructur~, col1sist of and how tll"1' 
,'ar),; second, th~ indivJrh",1 a:nd collective cunse
quences oj the ditferent state, of 'hose structure,; 
and third, the factors thai make slriltificaciull stmc· 
tures change. Thi, article rC'views Current 'hinking 
on the il,.'t o[ the,e dem~Jlls_ 

IllSTORY: CLASSICAL TImORY 

Two different Iin~s ,,[ tllought inform modem 
thc"Ory em societal srratir,cation. One i, ckssical 
th~o,!-; con(L~-'led "~th poli'ic~l power and pl~,'i
kg<:. it employ' historical evidence. Tk other" 
the I"mp;ri~~d mul'/lOn, which deals with ,ystcIIl.uic 
data on sIT"tification ,l> it exist' ,-onlernporarily, 
Present·da), theory ot the bek,yior ohtrdlification 
ph~nomcna can be tmc;c·d to Karl Manc', ch"l· 
leng~ io the m:IDufacturing and financial ehte, of 
hi' day_ llehind his concerns and those of the 
working class for which he was Europe" Chief 
spokc·,man for man) yeor, la} the greaI ecc}J)omic 
;md political uphe"val, o[ the eightccIltb and niIle
(eenill cenLUrie'_ 

TIle American and French "evolution;; and 
their af(ennath culminated ill legiSlation that m"dc 
~dul~' in m;my counlries equal bef(}T~ lbe]aw The 
rdat~d wave of elll"nLipation of slave, and serr, in 
Europe ;<I,d the Alll~liGl.' was also parl of the 
intellectual environment, of thai day, Of more 
direct rde''''nce IO MaIX's thinkingwa., the n'e of 
n"de and 'he tacl01T SV<1em_ along Mth ,l,e gro,,1h 
uf ci,ie, and the expansion of "',i1th, Mill" S"W 
urLan pupulalioI1' dividing into tW() oppo,ed 
cla"es. The c~piIa]j't class employed the ""ork,,,-,; 
,-",m,·d the workplac~s. machines, and tools; and 
had re1l<lr access to large ~mollnb of monel' for 
inve<lmenl. TIle caP""-Ji,,, were opp",~d by thc';l 
employee" llle working c[;,.", w1]O had llulhing '() 
(}[fer hut their time and energy, In Marx', view, 

th~>c Iwo cla"e, differ in lerlll' of powel and 
prh;ilege: pOW~I because c~piIali'" briw orders 
'hat workers mu;L accept, privilege hecause capi
~,li'l' take the ,urplu' (wh.t~\"·T i, lef, at' c'Tpaying 
the cm' o[ p"oduetioTl) fo!' them,elves "nd [heir 
im--ewncIll,. lea\;jng for ""rker,' unl)-" the w'4,'e, 
Ulat the marl..et for bbm forces ("apilalists l<l paj'. 
AClually. ~,j= w~s interested in how these d .. ,,~, 
C"me into b~ng and the conflicting interesIS the)' 
expre"ed. He did no' ,;rite specifically on societal 
su'otification as it is understood l<lday. 

La'~r writers on stratiilcauon. attempling to 
dllCldate or wmradict Mar". spelled out nJOI'e 
('()mpl,"" "'" <Jf "radlicallOn dimemions. VI' eb~l' 
(1 94G, 1~'17) ,~W power "s the gener.il factor ha,ic 
to 'he endUling ineqnalitie, referred I{J as stratifi
"',tion_ SOllletlm~_', like ~hr:<, he used categone, 
whose underlying rtimcnsiO!l8 had to be eluci
dated bv otlle,". Portv. class, and stotn, gI'Qups 
were his key '_"ncep". When the.'" concep~' are 
dl mcn,ionoDzed (TL'LonsIltuted as "an able,). '"]mr1}'"' is 

Seen i() be legillmal<: political influence. "cbs''" i, 
,een to express a hier.!lchicaJ ordel of economic 
,\alUS, and lll~ ,'aliab1e underlying "stan" 6'1'OUps'
i, >een to he th~il' hierarchical on:kI ac(orcliug IO 
the degree of wcial b'mOl. In other m-ilings. 
\'\''<·bel' saw enlIcaliull as a"'r~lific,,-';on variable, In 
sull uthers. be ()flen wrotc abou' allthOnty, or 
legitnnate sup,.,-ordiIla[e and ,ubordm~le r~lariom 
of power, Weber "",I nothing abou' 1,0'" people 
"'" di,nibllted in th,",c dimen,i<lns OJ-. u[ cour,c 
abom how and why meh distribudon, ,eM)" 

More ,Jwroughly and preci,el)' tbaIl Man: OT 

\Veber, Somkin (1927) crafted the base., ()[ mod
ern theorie, of ,ocietal "raLification. He distin
gut<lled political "ra,ificati<ln, ewnomic >lranf)
cation. and occupalioll.l HmlifiCJ-timl, Th~ first is 
a dJlllemion ofpolitic,,1 powel', ond llj~ ,ewnd a 
ilimemionof the po""r ofmwme ~nd wealtlL He 
left the iliruensionaJit)' o[ OCCllpa{lonitl slatm un
dear, sometimes Implying thaL it ''''-' amhOliiy, 
s"lllelilll~' pri.,neg~, and ,ome,iIlles Jnldlip;ence, 
Much of SoroLin's [he",!' uf socicla! str.JillCJ-tiQn 
remai", imao_ FirSt. he noted tha, all societie, arc 
strouGed to S01lle degree. a po,ition widell; "C' 
cepterlLOciay SeC<lIlci. empilical1T>eard1cls con· 
tihue to refme "nd elucidate his concept., of occu, 
pation~l <lalUS and occupati(mal )11()lJil'lj"_ 'f1lircl, 
1\1 lhis ('onnection h" asked wh)' oc("upacional stra
tificaIion eum and conduded ilia, orgalli7<:d com-



SOCIETAL STR.ATIF1CATlO" 

munal life requir~, mech.mwlls anil p~"pl~ '" 
coordinate e"~ntial "cti"lti~, and \h"t ,uch cOor

dination demand' and rewards unusual ability. 
TIli, view, nOW (alled 11" jimch<malist hJpotlwlis, b'L< 
been elaboraled and di'pUli'd eVeT Slnee. rOUtIl,. 
he held thaI the degree of 'tr~tificatiml varies n-om 
SOci~l}'tO ,ocieL)' and over tlme widlin gwen soc;
d)': StraIijjcacion. he ".tid, " in "ceaseless !luau •. 
tion." Snrokin sp"t:ified sevc"ol wa)~ in which 
,ll'atlficat)n" s"",ctun:.1 m.y vary. TIle whol~ strUc
ture may rj,~ or fall: Ihe 'op may n_" or falL 
dl~n~ng 'he degree 01 inequ;ililj~ and the "wo
file,'- 01' tJ,C sllape of ule distribuuon, rna}' va,-,,_ 
Similarly, tJle rate ofin(lividual upward 0]- dm''Il
ward mobility may \--an-, and whol~ stnta may 
ri," 0]- fall. 

Sorokin thu, pl-e,enn'd a theon' Ulat ,pecif"'d 
(l) u,e ~"'neral dimen"ioD< by whkh people ar~ 
"ratified within" 'odet)'. I)) ,om~ wa,-, in which 
the di,U'ihuLion, of people on tho," dimer"ions 
may""')'. and (3) I"hv"U'.tificaLion exis(., __ 'lJ.,0, he 
held ,uch 'tmcrur~, co he in ce._,de" change. 

TIl<' latest "ClTk in the classical tr"-'liLion is ,hat 
of L~nski 11~G6), His h·y dimen,iolls are puw",-, 
pd\~leg~, and prestige, in that QTde]- of impor· 
tance_ Beyond this, J "u.ski o[fen three malll idea" 
Fin\, both functional th~oJ)' and conllict Lheon-, 
il.'; opposite, ,u-e paruy right. Socie[v, need. de· 
mand coordim1timl, implying tht e>,-",tel)ce of SlrilW 
bo.,d (m power or authoril)' and implying a de
gree o[ COllSent on tile P"' t of man" of Ihose "'ho",, 
acu,,,ies are o'1o"'mz~d by others. Howe\'er, con_ 
flict re,ult, fTom uw, control: AuLiJOl'ity is of Len 
ab,,,ed and, ,,",'en when it is nO(, may h~ mC'undIT
,cood, Second. inc'lLLihties ar'e nwstly dlo,e of 
power, "~th ineqll"hties of privilege alJn pl-e"tige 
folio"iug mustly as conseque.nce, of UJ<"m, Third, 
tJ,C dep;ree of ine~ualit\', which i, ,een "''' singk 
phenomc1JOn cncomp""ing 'he rale o[ mobilit;
arld the distan(~ be{w~e!l stra,a. increased WiTh Ihe 
gru\"ing cQUlprehe]H1VeDC" and compbJty u[ 
societ)'lliltli \ he Industrial R(',oluliun, ,uter ,,'hid, 
it dedinert According to Len,,\..i, th~ main torces 
driving dlange )J1 Ihe degr~e of inequality are Ille 
size o[ th~ Sll'1'lu, ,,[ pT<Jduclion arlO. unrl~I gird
ing this. {he IDOL! eh of l~chnol()gku effie~ency, 

l.kllSki is clearly in the eJ,,,,sicaltfadi[ion in hi, 
Co!!Cern wilb pov,'-'l and pri,<jJe~'" ond depel1!knC(' 
on historical ~"idcnce_ To "'me (;.."(enl, he echoe, 
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.:';oro kin's conCern with vadatimlS in 'lr",ification 
StruCnlTC' through an empkLJ;i, on the deW~e of 
iD~qualil". He proYides a compelling trcalffien \ of 
d,,; issue' of conll'" vel-,us WCl~lal lH'CtSSit)' in 
rep;;Ird to Ihe nj'tence of "r"ufieation_ He me, 
hislflrical ('vidente efIecrivch; aDd s:;s,cmaticujv 
I{J rn~rl, ""nauon' of inequcility in agrarian and 
huroculnlml societie,_ llowe,'el', J "'''ki\ cmp ha
,i, on 1 WO main. ,Jl-enwmp"-"ing '"'pect' of str~
nfieatlOn-powcr (hi' ke,' cn",rion v'!liabl~) «lHi 
in~'l"aJl1y (uwd (0 denote the 'my in which p{)wer 
and irs (onc()mitanLS "-r~ apportion~d)-t()jce' 
lOO IHan), sep;u-a,el), ''''-J)-ing 'traIificalion phe
nOme~," into t{)O fe" molds, Thi; prnlJ!em Le
come, c1ltical in indu.'ll'ial ,,,cieri,,, where smllifi_ 
ratioll dimen5ions "~T,v independently of one 
anotJ'er. 

HISTORY: THEEMJ'nuCAL TRADITION 

A, ha, Leen no,~d, this tradition o[ re,-catch on 
slra{ifiea,ioll is concerned with th~ he,e md n(}w. 
Thi, llilC 01 TC'earch has dn'doped exceUencc in 
the me,",ut"ment o[ tht' IMrarchirai position> (Jf 
,=11 de)11ogr~phic umt, within larger stratifiea'
ion ,trnctures_ Alth"ugh newC:T lIlan the classical 
traditi"n, it ha, illong histury, Scverailnon' OJ' Ie.;, 
mdepc-ndeHl SUlluS-measUrement devic~s we_IT foe_ 
mulan'd in the 191(b and 1930,_ MO>1 WNt' COl,. 
(crned with eithtr tl,e pr~'tig<' o[ tht' hreadwin. 
n~I's occupaLion or tIle quality of the hom~ rh"l' 
tended to ,bore certain a_,mmpti(Jnso that 'tr"lif;. 
carion conSl,[j; of a ,illgl~ hier,rchy, m the ~arly 
d"y' u,ual1\, calkd ,"cwl cu",,; 'hat OnC' Or lWO 
cliffe""'nt scales "-Ie "illlcient [0 le,t h),pothc,es 
coDcerning ,ocial c13,,' Ulat 'ocial cia" positions 
can k di'linguish~d by direct ob,er,ation and/or 
intervievn wid! ,mneon~ who knows the "a'tlS 
loold,.,.,,; ,hat 1-0u'me~ eMl be deVl"ed ,hal allow 
Oll~ to "sSlgn "alid and reliable mlDl~I ico1 ,tore' 10 

each 'l2LCU' holder on each of cile ,cale.< used to 
measure ,,,,,al das.,; tha' lh~ unit '" be ,wled is 
the household_ whICh c"n be On~ p~,,()n or ,ewe,} 
per,on" lhing m a single loom~; and dla" 1L is the 
whole unl[ ,1",\" to k scoTed, whe,hnvmh data 
on ,I,e bome or dat.'\ on IIw head o[ tbe hou,,,hold. 
Mony of ule,e de,-ice, bec;nne obsoleLe bccau,c 
Ul"f' had 10 be recalihra,erl [or ('~dl new (mnmU
nit,.- or 1JP~ of COlllmunil)' to which lIley wen, 
applw<], Those thal survived---edneatiOll "nd 0(· 
(.npari(!llal "oLus_did '" b~eame u1e,.- p'-o\ide 
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nonWTla: the power of r~spect nr dd~rcn'-l' atlli
bllifd to a unit bceause of that ,,"n-, p;rr'icipdliull 
in " sacd category (SUell as an ,H CUI'dli"u) that 
has a specific level of e.-aluadon by" _'(\ri(''''_lh~ 
frml/ig' dimensIOn of ,ouc,aJ 'll adftcation, As hOi; 
been mrli,-at~d, fromSvalostop;" andDullcau. wnh 
m"ch mppurl [tum the empiri,i"_, ".lld abo ,,-,me 
from Webn, it laJ,es informatlon.1 pow~r a.; a 
",n,ent dimension of a ,tratification ,tmotEll'''. 
",~th ~duc::aIion as ItS main in<lic~Lf!r, 

A, th~ gcn~rallevel, each power dimellsion is 
of COUTOe pr(,>1lmed to be apphcabl" in wme furm 
to all human wcidi", .. , far back as hum,,,, LOll!
munallifc can be trac<>d It i, II,e e"ac( e"pres>io" 
ot ~"ch climension and the reh,je)jjship among ,he 

dim~mian Ihal "dry across llm{' and place, For 
~nLiI e contempm-aTY ,()c-i~lie" -th~ main e'-pres
siom o[ each dimen,ion ,,'e~n to be th~ following: 
[or th~ politi( a] po,"-e1' dlll1eml()TJ, poimea,' pow,-, a 
"adable rese,lrckrs c.w.not }'~t m",,-,u' e despite i~, 
cemraIiry in ,la"ic.d UIeor),; tor ,be ~conomK 
(lim~Il,ion, "'wm~ (," ('a.,i<lnally we"lth)_ " \'dl'idble 
of conG('nl lo lilOse In the {·ml'idcal ,,<,dillon; fm 
lht P=~'7f dURI_'lL\;O,_ occ'UpatWnr.i.\I<tIUS in enhp,
of its n,'O main [orIlli of orcllp~Lional pre'tlgp 
l'dUll!':' (TTemmn 1977) ~ml OCCllpational SOCKI

~conomic index ,,_or~, (featherm,m and IIa",er 
1~7g); ~nd [or the )l1f"rrn"tional power diIlien
"ion, ,dll,wlumai alia;Ilmem 1",,,1 iu term' CIt yt'd'-' 
ofiorm,l ,<chooling successfully (mnple(ed_ Th"" 
in ,..ccem yeo", 11 h .. , uecome "PPaITlll that tor 
wday's socierie" the main "anahle' of the empiri
cd! lnditivn have conlriI places omong ,l,e con
Lenl diIllemions ot the d"",ic:al IradJtion Income. 
occllpati()nal ""tHS, "nd edncdlian are the thm
rel1"lly nekn,ilJ!e ,'arbble,< rn"_,, l'~adily araJhhlc 
to mea,ure thr~e o[ the tou,- cL1."ical COfl(<'TIt 
dimenslOn<_ 

Lik~ SoroLiu',. Svala,(oga-,_ alld Duncan',. 
l:hUer- s tonllul"tlon of Lhe 'yu(hesi,' 'p",_ifi~' s,,",,'
eral su'ucmr,l dune",i""o, Wilh each ()JW held 10 

lJe applicdbl~ lO everr "ppropriate meo,u]'(- of 
~"(], nmt~nl dimension, The thr"~ ,1luctHrol nl· 
n LensIOns ot S\c"-I .. ,,og-d and Dlmcon arc inuuuecl: 
degl-ee of ineguolitj-, "dlu, cfY'talhmll()ll and 
d~gle~ o[ >latus mhennmLc' Two o,hn, hum 
SOroKlll ore in( lud~d, althou,,;h 'he) are modikd 
tc, tit today'.< nl1d~r>landing, One i, th~ ,,;enerdl 
I<'wl or c~nt,-al L"nd~nC), and (he o!l,er lS" diyi· 
,ion of Sorokm', (oJlecpt ofprotik: into n,'O con· 

cepts: mode "n,ctlI],(' "ud ,Lewlle", AILlwugh 
Cdlculated hom daw on mmll uniL', ~adL "mc· 
[QI'd! dimensJOn "ppile< to 'he ",ei~ty d'" wlwk_ 
Alllj()ugh logically they ore p,ml), d"penden' on 
on.- '!1l():I.CI, cadI OUe make, a mllqu~ rontribu
(lon tn ,in 1!1lrlcr".lllding of S[ratific,'1I011 . .Deh 
appe',-, t" h.- >lmcndblc to Sladslical descriplion._ 
[.,\ch IS oppli,ahh· '0 C\'CIT indie-aw!' o[ Lhe ,cancl
ing ,,[ e\'~l)' small uniT I.,ay. famil,) in thc ,oeidy. 
\"liid TTJ~~'HleS of each CDm~J1l dImension t;lVn 
ar on~ po;nr in ri1)]e 011 d generalizable sample of 
the popu ioTlQn of 'mallunil> of thal sodely would 
pto .. id~ a compl",,- d",uipLion of L1le sll'adficaI
ion ,1IUClme ot tho' ,oci"I,- ~l L1wluIlle, Succes
<1'" mea'Ule, would p,-ovid.- a LO!1lpklc (k,enp-
110r. of Ij,e e-.ululion of that ,,,cic'y', "ntlficau()l1 
structur(, mCI lime, LIm, pro,"dmg a g<oncrai id~d 
of the 1'a,-i~Ti0l1' 11l Lilt degree of ,traritir"~Tl()n 111 

Ihal >ociety, Each appli~' tv compamons ov~,-

1mw m among socie(ie;_ 

General Level, As Somkin H,a1iLC'<i, L1J(, Ic"\'ds 
of Strll('IUT.d wmenslOl1S ll1~pis(' ,illd [all ,,-, wl,,,b 
TI1at is, (he .vem!,",· economic, politic"l, PH;" ig", 
dlld ilJ[ormario~"1 """,cling of >1""U uni" cilol1g-~' 
m'el time. TIlese me, alld ralls mav be seen m 

ch.ml>e, in the cell1rai '~ndency-say, rhe orithme
,i(' llLC.\!! ur the m~di'll1 "iIue-of ule st""dm?; ot 
SJlmli lllliL'_ The lise, 'll1(i [alb of the cemral (en
dency of an)' Olle of rhe'" diIIl~mions do not 
!J~c~ss"",ly foil()w ihe samr pdL1eTll '" LlJO,e o[ 
an()Ll,er. A,-er.'b"· ~cunolllic, j1rc"ige_ a"d in[or
Tlldtiolldi POWeT lllay illerease. f(),- ""ample, while 
",'crage political illiluCIlce faU" 11))8 could h~ppen 
JJl " ,,)(jet~ when, a Lk,doplllent-onent~d dina, 
lOrslllp ,-educe;; cidzen poliliuLl pardcipadon whM 
inc!e",ing- level> of incmne, Iai,ing pr~'li!!e b)
upgradlJl~ the oecuporional "JUetw t. and increa<
nIl> acc~" '0 cdl\CatJOll_ Indeed, L1le ~cononLic, 
pl'~>lige _ "nd educational l~vd, of !ll~ populations 
of ,I LC more clevd('pcd democm( ie, Im,e illcrt,",c,ed 
alm0" cOll,i'tentiv ,illee World -War II, dlO"gh 
llllS rooy nol .dy.-ays k ,aid [01 ruCtalOr"h,p' A 1'0, 
r"i,ing ril~ lc,d of tl,. o{Tupational stllJctur~ " 
eX""I!. what 'OTll(' r~se"r(h(''-'' mCdll u~' "'Fwo,"" 
,11'11""",1 11wi,,/1j,_ 'he (:lSe i~ whidL .dllJ(J>l e",,!,\,
one i, cMlied up'''ml U) cheng-e, in ,I.e ~LO"UIm' 
(h", eilnLillate low_,klll jgbs wbil(' "d,hug .'p~cial
iL'Cdjoh' 

Degree uf luequalitJ'. TIle d"l.mLc.' ~lIlonf 
the snmll unil< of" 'Oeiclr may ll1ne.i.'~ ()j de-



creo.,e over time. fills, '0 tn 'p~.J.., "'rc1Che, rlw 
po"uon, on til[' p"",er mmemiom ~par l or "Iue",-,,, 
them toge,her. TI,e "auw",1 H'm, [or ,hi, i, tlw 
<WPM of d!SjJm;i,m. A number of m<'",,"'~' of ai,· 
ptrsion exist, snch '" Ihe stand>Lrd dniation (or lIS 

'qlliLIt, llJevariance), Ihc range, the sern1-mterguantile 
(oj' quinule, u~cile, erd range, th~ share distribu
Ii","" "-",I Ihe Gmi, Thdl, and Rucnets coefil
ciell1< 'J'hITe .r~ two h~,ic typt' ot inequalily: 
ab,'olut~ ond relalive, Ah,olulc conc~pli()ll' "'',
sume Ih3t th<- me[ric on which lllc d~6~T~ of 
inegualll}' is me'''"l eci is ii,,~d ", I hd' a" "'J', r (',11 
income per "'pi'" g1'o,,'s, the d"lidr ([;ITer('nc(' 
Ix["een llle me,,-n of lite top ]I) p('1'c('n' 'md til" 
IIl~"Il of Lhe bonom 10 l-'erc~l1' (If rll!' ,m,1ll "n11< 
rna)' inU'ease while !'.d, is rismK" hove' ito' pTe\oo", 
le,'~I, ",i,11 llle slop~ of the top minK bster lllan is 
th~ ,Iopc o[ llle bottoIIl. FOi incom~. 3 ploper 
d~,,,ip'im' o[ lllL-.e phenomena would be "chan,ges 
in the ."'" diliriiluli<m of income," Abwluce in
equali,,. and 11.' char,-~~s "T(' sometimes published. 
Mllch mOl,(, "fLen publi'hcd are ,lle shar, dis/r,b,,
tio",' of in cOl nt, For "n)' ,ode,,; at any "me, ,haTe 
distnbutiom ,alec Lhe lOwl "mowll of, say, income 
as" con,";lllT JOO percent (01 1.00:- arlci ciettJ'llline 
ll,e ci~gTee to which the whole amount, regardless 
of iI' absolute m~. i, evenly OT unevenl" di"ided 
among the pcopluaLion, ll",,~ tfu;,,'lbLltiO'" include 
tl,e percenmge ()f all incom~ held by 'he top X 
I'~r cent ami 'he h(),["m ). pen ('Ill ,,[ lll~ popula
lion, Or, as in th~ case oi the Coni, Ikil, alld 
KULnds coetljrien' " ther uS<' ,c.llU~' I'J.llging [rom 
1.0 lo Lew, in which 1,00 i, the maximum deb'1~e 
of mC'l"ilil~ ,nci 7ero is cOlllpk,!' equili'r \ ,,-~,'~d 
"t 01L~ point in (]me: m a single <oeie", llle.l>UlT' o[ 
rel~tiv~ in~'lualIl)' '"T u,ell,l, hnl [()l cmnpdl~,on 
omong ,ocieries or a( wS5 umc in 'h~ 'd]n~ ,ociel~', 
li1<,' md' L~ misleading, In jan for nJall)' real' lilt 
,h'"T di'tr ibotiOJl rneaSm e< of 'h~ il,wllle o[ the 
.A mnicdn pcople r~l LLained e,'cTLLi.llh llndLanged 
whllc Ibe ,i"" dmnhll,ion JJ"'<]ll"-li,) i"(Teol.,~d 
rinnnmi('a11y \ U.S, D"P,lTllllent a~ Comm(T('(' I 'JR0), 
Thi, wa, tJlC case becau,c Jeol per ('api'" IHnm'~ 
was mCn'.L,ill~ 1'apldl\'. fhe gre"ter Ilw <i('gr~<; or 
ill~qu,,-lit,·, tl LL gr~ater tk deg" ee at 'tr"-lilic"-tion. 

Crystalhzation. It ho, long lJeen lecognized 
,1,al a stron/icdlion SIruC1l1r~ may tend (oward or 
a"ay loom mmwlithoci,,', ill 1I'h](h ,he dlfler~l1' 
power (hlll~",i()m lll~rgc' illto " 'ill!';le hwrardw 
:or lend to Ix m pani,ll\' '~par",e hi~r;uTilw, AI 
nne cxll eme, the )",,,,ioll ()[ d ,mall UDI( on ony 
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Oll~ o[ lh~ ilinl~nslOlli C"l b~ [OUllci by kno"'m~ ," 
p,-"ili{,ll Oll 01')' oUlel dimensi"n, In other wore!.>. 
if th~ fom (Olll~lll ilimemion' ar c p~r[ectlr con-c· 
bt~d, thos~ Jl1 lofL), p()'lIi"m on ()H~ dimellSlon 
a1'Q will be lJl 1011-1' po,l\ion, on "II lile "tller 
dimen,i"ns, while tllO,e ll1 humble I""ilion, on 
()ll" will be in ,imilarly 10w posilions on """ nrkL 
At lhe opl'o"il<: C"IJeme, ~ u"i!', posllion on " 
gi;'en com~n' riinIC1J.,iOl] i, llT('le''-dn: l<-' iIB pOS)

li"n "n anI' o(heL III the re"1 "'orld, ,in)' lwO OJ 
11nT~ Illigh( be highl)' mten-elated, "II mighl be 
m()dcmld), illtercon elateci, ami so forth. FQT ()Il"i
"'" reo.""", S\'.lld'Wg" calkd llli' su'ucull,,1 d" 
menSlOn "c'>rrcia,iOll" Olkr' h",~ (alled it ",m· 
lu; crrstani'~lion-' '(o'e ,hal LT}"~lliL"lion level, 
dTld ionm lll"Y be ,"mman7en h('(t(T b, ~ method 
,,,lien I(mo, (mal)"" th~n by the cOJTei;Jtiom Il]em
,elw, ,'"-,-,or anal",is can 'how ,,'hich M'L' of 
comellf ;'oriahl(', Lu.d I 0 "~l!, lOg~lll~r in " pop"I,,· 
liun anci1-ihJch do 1101. ] I ,J", ( .il L help cietermlllC 
whid] al t the dominont nll1"'"'l()m alld whicb ore 
o[!~"er ,n'pommu' ill a ~~vell "ullllcauoD s1mc· 
lln For e",",nrpl~. II "1'1)(',11" 'h~L tll~ [orm~r 

SO\'iet ""ilificallon "r~nure "'as nOlnin&eci 10)' 
the roilti( al dimen,ion; llle _'uneri,"n. hy' he eco
nOlllIC dlmen,ioIl, Facto>' ar"u),,;s of 1he (Olrela
lions of Th~ (,()Ill~Ill diJ."ellsi"", coulrl ll1(liCale 
whelller the'~ hcli~h are lrue, TIle greaHT lll~ 
dc~'1 ('(' u[ clTsmllmmon, rh(' ~'TCale, llle degree of 
sera ri 11 c,1Ij 0 n. 

Statu> Inhcdl.ance. ~"'''L-< inhcrilarlU " the 
de~;r~e In wlliciJ people's level OJl a ~~V~Il comenr 
dimenslOn i.' (Ollu'olled by Iho! of theiqldl ~ms, Ie 
i, eMletl, the ol"erse of cj,wlation mobilil),: A 
high degr~p ()J powe!' pu,iliun inheritance Implies 
d l"w degree of ~ircuJ~liun moblJity. The uasic 
"a,i"licill SUmm:o,,' ,,[ llli, pllellOmenOn " ~iti'~l 
th(, U)! I cLuio" (odiincnL (To' 01 ll,e coetfi('lClLl of 
de1<'TTLLillcllion (>-'1 or ,h(' POW"! wmen"ol1 pu,i
Iio,," (II' "[['pring ann their p,1r~rm, (111e ,2 ,dis 
how n11lch ()ll~ ,',dabie)' d~tml1m~d bv tlle <>'h
c]' -' TIle ?;"",Jl~] llL~ clegre~ oj 5:'~n" illIL~l'itan(e, 
,he greate] tl", rl('~'1Te of "ratiucanon 

o.orokin'.< Profile. hel) \',li,ble ha' a '0-
called diS(ribU[lnl' .. ,ll.ope lilat "P:)~"'" wilen (he 
nllmbel 0; score, (I b~ fnqu,",u).' is ("IOIl ('d "1J<lillSi 
11K' ,'alu~ of S(O"",. ]\Iuch >LaLislical ,11~on wcio" 
amll"'" Ihm re,,:_world di,"ibmions conform '" 
cerWlll ",,,IJte!llotlG,1 ,hal'c, The bell-shaped "nor
lLW" curw" Lile one mo" nt'1en ",~u, for d"t,i-
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bution of lnCOme, tile "Ing norm,.]" eutv~, "ith 
whid! the dl&tn bution oftile n~' um] l"gar ilhm of 
the indi,idual amounts form, " nonnal ("w,,'e, i, 
of Len employed, Stra,ific,cion Tc,"arckl' often 
""Le it for granted that the d"trihutiom of pO"CI 
dimensions are either norm"1 or log nOnJlal, lmt 
I h<:re i, no sociological reason to ""urn" thi" The 
shape of the di,tribnLion o[ a contem dim,~,"ion i, 
precisel)' wha, S()rokin meant b)' his (enn "pro· 
file," l.acking 'he doc'-,,- "'Hi concepts to pro(eed 
funber, he 'imply called 'k leal-world ,happ , oj 
Ihese dlstrihutiom ,kirpTOfile" T oday w~ "n ,<ee 
that there ar~ t'lm 'L'pect, ()f each profile: mode 
"rllcl ute and skewness, 

in srrikingly unde:tle\'eloped ,'ori~t\(", alillO>1 

everyone i, LOY\( enLr died at the wry low('" ,-.Jue' 
o[ economi(" polilie.J, aceupono""l ,md edu",,-
tiona! pow~r' ext,-"",(>!)' poOt, unerlv nninfllH'n'i.L 
"flo" prestige, "nd ilh' ~rdl", "Lol;e ,bose 1'''''1'1", 
tkiT "L~lters" are ammgd ill l~,nk order, ,,,til " 
wide mnge in which tb~ Jew p"()pl~ who are "bore 
t],e bOltom dwindle up the lille [0 a hondhl! oj 
inriivicluals of 10m; sc"ndin~_ Each such disnibu
,ion would have a very low mode (or distinct 
cluster of cd,e,) and med,"u (Wh(T" h,.]f of lhe 
cases are higher aml hal[ are lower) and d hi~her 
arithmetic mCd!!_ with a 'harply ,h",,'ed !.oil. III 
50mev.'hat more dewluped societi~", 'Heh di,cri
burians, imt~ad of yielding bell.,hap~d OJ log 
normal cun;c, rmghl olw\\' mulnple m"cI~" wilh 
man)' p~ople c(ll1n'nlraltd around a birl)' low 
poinl, quite" fev. «H1<:ellll'aled around a poim a 
hi, hig-her, " Iev.- ,onu'Tltr dIed townrd th" "'1'_ dnd 
a/t(T lhal a sharp ,kewmgup w the ';en-iew at the 
'01' The consequen,~' of,ueh forms for the h,~,' 
of t11~ peopk involved ~r~ !1O doubt ~"Ol'_ 1'01 
(>x;lTnpl~, if in " certain "",-i~l,' ahnost even-()Jj~ i, 
d,·,tilule, the fev: wilo are mOlt or les,< well L() du 
>lre higbiy Yisible_ h'en if ,1,e weal(h,- were realll 
)10' far ~Lo\'e [he othen, ,ovcryLoody would thll ,k of 
th,l1 ",eier) as bemg hJghl)' ,,11 alilied, Jt in 'tn()I],"! 
SOON)' I'~0l'le are hU)lciwd lugecher at ,('vcr,.] 
point' 'llong' a lner"rchy, 'h", formlllg mllllll'k 
modes, or disc"cte classe" <llO;C in each lllod(' 
mighT con,e 10 consider ,\lem,el\'e, membeo-<; of A 

special elL", in upposilion to ,h",c coneemr"' ('ri a( 
another lllode, I'll"" (he eXdd form, 01 pronk, 
arc esse"''''] 10 d de,cription of A ,ociel),,' s",nifj· 
e~lion ,tmc'ure, T1,eo,e"r~lly IILe,e forms how' 
,luLwmtiaJ (Om~'-lLlence, for mau)' "racific~Tlon' 
[lcpcndent hcha\'iol's, 
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Profile: Mode Structure, Mode struCTure re
ft!'s to lhe number. SIZe, ?mllocarion of di,cinC! 
mo(k, on 'he diSlliLu,ioll of cach Wnl('nl ,ari
able_ In polymodal ",metur"" the lllore pro· 
nonnced !he modes, the RTeater the degree oj 
"r:ilio( alioll , 

Frome, Skewness. Se\'eral statlscic"1 device, 
""i,q to mark 'he dcpc~ of sk~wIle,,,, The gi~ater 
Ihe ie';el of SkeW1W%, til" greater 'he degn,(' of 
"'-dlifieatioll , 

LLLGSTRATIONS 

n"", h) whiLh to measure ""d compare stratificat
ion stmclllre, arc exceedingly difficult W oLotain, 
A complete de,cnptlOIl al ~ 'peL-;fi( poinl i!l Lim~ 

H'quiTe, well-lIl~"ollTed, '",Ilid indic"!o", "f four 
power dlm('mi()Il', one or mOle for each dimen
,ion_ For e"eh llldimtnr, ,c,eTaJ mC.L'UI~mcnts 
must he made: The "ver"ge level, tlw deRTe<' ,,[ 
absolnte "nd rcl~Li\'t illequali[y, tile degree and 
[auor-anal",ic form,I of!hc (rl',tallization uf lh~ 
whole> set of indicaTOr, of the power dimemlOH, 
the degree of ]lowe,' po,ition inheri[ance, and tile 
di"ribuliolls of e"cil ()n(' rllLl.>1 be pj()l1eu lu indi
cate iL' mode structure an(' llleamT~ it.> ,kcwn~"_ 
Describing ,ueh an m'erall strllcrur~ requlr~s tile 
wH>Lruetion nf ~4 ur more different indicawrs of 
smlctnral dim~nSlo",_ 'I h('", imii, .. tor,1 have 10 L~ 
based on "'presentativ~, ,ori~t""id~ ,ampl~' lorge 
c~lOugh W p~njjil til~ lecording 01 slll"ll differ
<'llce, "-, in the "LS" of tll~ kw people ~llh~ upper 
end 01 ~ ,k""ed cfumbution_ TIle ,m!(jv "f varia_ 
tim!, in (b~ ,,1TIKLute of stratification demand, 
tha, comparahle m~d'Uj(:men15 be laken on (],e 
S"Jn~ \'a,--i;;ble at different lime, ami ill di[fel'ent 
place,_ In it~elf, the requlrement of cmnp~rdbilil)' 
i, e'-lr~mel)' ,ICV~le ,,-hen one i, makmg- (omp,m, 
son,l among wcit'lie, wilh diITe"~Jl[ lui LUreS or 
over long period, of tim(, wilhin Iile ""me "Kid)', 

f:"ploJ'atory work uf Lhi' 'uH has Loeen con
cluc[ed on cla,a pro,-;c\ed hy l{nvil 'I he <la, ~ we,'e 
wllcned OJ) a natio!la! probabilir: sample ofhmLle
hold, ill 1073 and arc c,\Oilable [or all employed 
Illen '-nd WOInen in tJw homel,()ld, ,a11lpleu, n'~5e 
1'C()l'le are tl," ",mall uni;.,' of the dc,cnpLi\'e 
onol,-,i, presented belo\\', Brazil is a perticuhrly 
g'ood pbe~ in which to wndlLcl such ""ploro'0l"), 
r~,e3.lch f", t,,'o re;u;oH.l: It ;,_ a ld[g~ coumn' 
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whose region' are markedl, different fwm eath 
other ill lerms of devdopmerll, and it hM (mil' on" 
language and culture_ The linl f~ctor makes i, 
fe .. ,ible [0 test for SlT1,lctural ",lJl~li"ns o[ "'"dli
cation as""i~(~d wiln developmem le\'els. treal
ing regiom as socieu",; the second ea.,e, th~ prob
lem of cOJj]p~nrbiliry, 

,".0, was j"di,oted earli,'r, it i, nol (lJrre",J), 
feasibk to oblain meaSUrC, of the politic"1 pow"r 
dimcn'lOn in liTO";;] or an)'v>'h~r~ dse, How~"n, 
there i, wide.>pl~dd agreemerl1 thal income is a 
proper me",ure of ,he economic .""rus dimen
<lon, lh"-t occupauon"l smlm instrument' hosed 
on thc "v~r"ge niLlcnion ""Hi lllCome of ~,cll 
occupa'ion are proper mea'llres of the pre-,tigt 
d;men.,;on, and thai eciucatioll i," sirnilorJ) appro
pnate IIJeasure of UI~ int"rmauonal sl.r-'us cIirn~n
'ion_ TIl~'C d.!., ar~ ay.!ilabJe for ,orne o[ the 
pa,-;r,meler., ,hat would nove 10 be "-"~ssed tn 

ohmin a mmple(e description of [h~ r~gional
d('\'elopill~n' vanatiOll> of the Br .mhan <rrncific&.'· 
ion ,mlcturc ill 1Y7'3_ 

Hcre one is e011lp"rjng sharpl), difte''=IlI de
reloprncn( Te~om. Th(' stratlfi<:a(lon ,tnlctur(', of 
'hree ofBrd7JI , socioeconomic d~veloyI1lent (SUl) 
rrracroregi(}m in 1970 \;erp delinrated bl' ab[";ll
ing mullipk_item, laCl()I-weigi>led SED mores on 
,hOlt nauml '-' ~fiO official contineIJI "I micrmegiom 
~nn plolting their leve]; on the mop ()f RraLil 
(Haller 1983), Thi_' show~d tile following fiw 
nlacnrr~gion" lh~ Developed "OUUI (median SED 
~ 7~ on a scale o[ Z~r u 10 1 00), I he Sou,h', De"dop
ing Periphel\ r,medi~n SED ~ 54\ ,he Undp_vel
oped .'unazouia (Ul~dian SED ~ 32.5), th~ Une
venlv Developed Northe"-'t (median SED ~ gIl, 
and'l]Jc UnderdeveloJ'ed '{Jddle l\orUl (medidn 
SED ~ l~) 

Ohl'iously, chis drucle callnot reproduce each 
one of the SU1.1CturaJ dimensi"Jl5 for C"C!1 S}:Jl 
macJ()region [OJ men 'iHd for WOmen Imtead, l1 
provide., "f~w kev i1lustratiOll' for dlree ()[ lhe 
regions; tho ile'Oeloped, dIe Devdoping, anrlUI~ 
l: nde nit-vel oped_ 

V"nable, rouundl' used a, mdic"or, "ere 
formulated w meaSll!'c I hree of the four "r,dlie"t· 
iOIl conte", dnnensiom; "ducation in )ears sue
cO,.lf"ll" (ompkt~cl. oCLllpotiollal slatu< ,\Core, 
(co11ll'",ed of ('<'nonical!, weiglll~d score, b"sed 
on Lhe ('riucotion "na InCOlllC ()f each OCctll'""on), 
and "nllual income in 1971 LI_", doll"rs. 
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--------
Tk ;Iiusln,tiofl., are L",ed <)!l regulad)' em

p!ow'd mell ;llld "omelJ 15 to 65 yeors of age, /Ul 
,uch perWl',\ who lired in rhe Lhree region. under 
compari>on and were part o[ Lhe sample have been 
ll1cluded n,e numLers o[ "ample members \'arv 
sharpll' b1' regJOn dnd Ly ,ex, The lleveJoperl 
Soulh;, much more populous (han the Nkr two 
r~gJOll5, and "bOll( three rim~, mor~ men than 
women are empl()yed The Idrg~" of ule ,ix gen
der-Ll'-r~7'on .,"osamples thu,\ comi'L; ofmtn in 
(he Suuth, O\'~r 1 O,O(l{) (se~ 'rable I), 'j 'hc smalie,1 
comi,!.< of women in the :>olllh', D('v~lop;Jlg Ye
riphery: Over ~,500 

Let m begin widl the pwfiIes (see Figure 1), 
graph, ,hmh"_\;e been skeldH'd 10 show tile shap" 
of Ilw stratifi,"uuTL ,!ruetllr~s [or m<>n and for 
"'''11)(·1} a, lhq' app'·ar in the !hre~ regiOll5, TllL.,-e 
,irC_ two r<:-""om for pal ing dose "ttenr;on [0 ,he,e 
cun'e" Fin;t, dl~r sho," power rehtions awong the 
p~opk_ The pre"ene~otlmthjplc mode' ,howsule 
exislen,e of di,crele "nd potemiall) nppo,ed 
L1",,,-,, Roth tbe mode slnlcture and 'he marked 
'k~Wlllg' uln1cme &. blgll degree of ."mtificarion for 
each sa!Tlpl~, S~C()nd, the fact that Ihe5e Jiw-;hu_ 
rio", div~rge sharply from normal or log normal 
ctn',~, ,how.1 Ihac ule numLer" Ula! h, the ama 
pre,pnted in Table., 1 alld 2_ ~r~ al Le" ~pproo..i
mar~ became the ,h"pe, of th~ distrihmions alkc' 
!hell IllCdning, 

TIle ",n'es "how L1le iollowing: 

L .\1]lltipie modes acc exhibited bv bodl men 
and WOm~n in 1 I of (he 12 b~-"phs 
PNtaining 10 lh,' de\'e!oped and dcvdop
ing re!,~"ns, Th~ exc~ptlol] is distrib[j-
tion of worner'-s income in [he de"elop
ing ]'('glOn, 

'I for Ille two llloq developed reY0ll>, 
coIllporabk cune, ,how jmt about the 
,arn~ mode ",.uclure_ In Ille.,~ T~giOns. 
~rincmi()ll t~nd, 10 boo bi- ()j rrimod"i and 
o('curmi'-'n~1 SlaLm 'onds ro be &.lle"" 
\rimoddl .'unOllg men and ~m()ng 1,omen 
in the de\'eloprng region, mo:Jm~ also 
ex}lihi,., mulliple Ulodc.,_ In tbe unrlerd~
vdolwrl r~gjon, the 'hape of IllC curvt', i, 
nl»rkedly,hfferelJl form th,J of lile othen_ 
rhe cun'e, 11) Ilus l'''glOn sho\\ d h~~\"j-' 
concenlra'lOn "j' hoth men "-lld women al 
lhe LO'tom of ,·"ell hldicator variable, 

----------
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Illustrative Variations of B ..... ilian Regional Stratification StrLlO!",..,'" by Development, 
Employed Persons Ag .. f s-.6S, '973. 

REGION 

M," Wome" 

STRATIFICATION 
CONTENT VARIABLE D<!volopod aeveloping U"derdevelop<>d Developed Developing lJnderd<'Veioped 

Educetion 
Gen.ral Ie",,' " " U ,., 

" H 
("""rage) 

AoSOlute inequality ,., ,., 2.3 " " 27 
(standard oovial,on) 

=01"'110""'1 Slatus 
Gene,.1 lev<>I 19.4 16.8 P M 21.1 ,., 
iawrag8 ) 

AUs"lu!" inequality 1 B.9 18.0 10.8 19.7 20.4 14.6 
(Standard d.v,ation) 

Ci,(:{jlat,or. mobility o.n 0.79 0.85 O,~9 0.75 0.63 
(1-('1 

im,omo, Anno",' 
General level 1,800 1.423 ,% '" 'W eo, 
("".rog9 ) 

Absolute rnequallty 2,670 2,330 "", 1,132 86< '"0 
Istandard deviation) 

Number 01 Persons 1.578 7,686 5,841 15,711 2,581 2,777 

Table 1 

~OTO: E,I",",i,~ '" ;n ",tim.teo yo,"" O"'.'t""'''".' 0'"'''' " "' canonical 'o"occon0tllJ( ,""US wills (0_100), ",~,J.;"," mo"ii" L, 
m"J'g''''''~dLiunill [",om, i, in <'-S. 0011,,,. 

though ,orne of the region's six graph, 
,how the fonnatlon of small ,ecoud and 
somemnes third mod~, at high "I .. "" 
J<'vels TIle appal'eIll c(}1]du.,iO!1 i, that (he 
llnderdevelop~d area exhibit$" relatively 
lligh dep'ee of e~u"-li"" m the ,'ery bOltom 
of we IlroiZilian "o·"tlfic"tion "mClure. 
This i, precisely the opposite ofIlle 
lhinking among many oosen'ers of III alii, 
who believe thaI inequalil) is greal"T III 
1 he nnderdel'doped re~~()n (perhaps be
c""s~ of the g-loring vi,ihilir:' of the tiny 
stratum at lhe top). 

3. E~,h curve show> a lligh d~[l;I e~ "f 
,kewness. TI,at is. (he highe,,( po,ilions ore 
held by a Lin) propurtiun of Lhe peo_ 
ple, and on UI~ whule, "" the ,,,,1 oj 
lhe dislrihulion l<,olgthem. tho' hlgher 
L1,C Ie"d, the unier the peTCentage of 
the people. 
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1 In eveJT c"e, ule main mode, are UK one 
OJ' (\'" al th~ bO"om, where illO.,1 people 
l~nd 10 he concenITated. 

5. AlmQ·11 e"ery graph 'hows a r€n<iency for 
one or two smalkr mode, (0 appear 
wwaJd tlle Hllddle of the di,u'ibulion. For 
edu'--'1tiun. ,hi, occurs at around grade 12. 
rOT ocmpation.] ,tam, it i, ab,,'" 00 
um15, or the level ()[ office clerk" primary 
>choul leAcher" and the like. For income, 
it i< ai>oul $2 000 CO 53,000 per vear, or" 
monthly woge ben,'een $150 and .S~50. 

Ii TIlere mOJ' be a lin) illude n""r th~ cop of 
the ~duca(ional and ocmpational Sla-
lm ili,u ibuli(Jn in 1 he more developed 
re6~"m. 

7. !'or occupation"l ,Carns awl incnme, 
women ale more wnccnlmled (owaJd (he 
bOll,"ll lh"lL ;lr~ mel'. 
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FiguTI! 1, mwtrulive Farialio", 'I( Bmzilinn IIq,lOnal Stmt,;!cal!an Profiles, i'~' DIrJe/oprnonl, Em,&wl"d 
Per.lfml ,1ge 15-65, 1973 

""'-~,(" ,,< T"ui(' J to'- <JeMmt,om "no "''''pie ,,"'" 

8. Clearly, the m"in Te¢onal variations in 
profile are ben,een the two mOre Je"d
oped regions and the underdeveloped 
reg-ion, 

9, 111 terms of mode strucmrc, the mOre 
dc, doped areas seem more >lr,ilifi~d llwl 

Jue, che underdeveloped "--' ea, 

lD_ ln tenu, of,kewne», il dPI'''''''' that 
the underde,·doped "--,-ea is more hlghl)' 
,"atined, 

naw on th~ general b'tb a"d ab""lul~ ill
equolit)" le,'e], of' he lhree Uml~H' dimen,iom aTe 
presemed m Tahle J, FUI uLcupa"nn"1 mit'" 'h" 
de!,;re,. of cirellla';,," moLilil)' aho " pn'''''nten 
The gellerall",'ei ri,e, wilh devd0pmFll' for "II 
lhree variables, e:xc~p' for 'he ocn'pocioDal lerel' 
of women in tbe d~\'d()piIlg region wh(),e ,'Ian" '" 
slightlr 11i1'her than dLal of women in the devel
oped re!,)oll, Again, widl Lwo eXiep,,()m amollg 
women in the developiu,,: j('b~on, 'he hIgher the 
Ic\'el of develOI'mcn', ,be b'JTa,er tl1~ rl('gTe~ of 
absolul~ inequolit)' h:noing who, W"' gk;111eri 
from the graph" I he 6'Cne,dllnci and t he ah""luL~ 

inequality level> of tlw underdeveloped region ;m: 
ITJ~rLedl; I()wcr th"1) those m the other ~r~"s 
F111>1l1y, ,m,ong men, 'he higher (he level of de"e]
opment, the lower the degI'ce of cil'culati()n ""'hi!
"r, -OW omen show no lrmd in [hi, TCg-.Jl d. 

Evidence reg,uJing "mLLUl-dl crplolli"dtioll 
i, ]JIe,eIllcd in Tahh· ~_ A.l)long men, 'he highT 
thc· I~vd of development, th~ Ingher the degwe of 
cl'J'",;oJhza'icm_ "'m()ng women. (he 'mll~ ,rend 
\llW>, he prF,.nl m (he data, but with one small 
inr0n,i.<tenc),_ 

CONCLUSION 

111i< "nicl<' ha_, ;memp,eei IO describe tlw ('(In' elll' 

]Joran symhesi' of ci"",ical "--'lei ~mpiric"1 trodi
,iom ()f sociological '"oughl wllceming sociewl 
"JdlifLc';llion, "ill, 'I"',-ill emphA>i' on wila( Illay 
h(' !carued dbOLH wav, In ric,cIibc ,:ui,dons in 
str;J\i1lca'iOll .,Imnure, h 31,,, I" '''''','' ")jn~ illu,
""(JOllS ,ho'A;ng 110W meiicnTm, of M)me of the 
.'lmcmr"l (iJmensiollS \a,y across d('vdopmenl 
legi()ns among employeei Ill,.n ,,,ri women 111 
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Illustrative Variations in Stru"tural Cryslalll""lIon among Brazilian Development Regions, 
Employ .. d Persons Age 15~5, 1973 (CorTelat,on Coefficients). 

REGION 

''" Women 

STRATIFICATION 
CONTENTVAfllABLE D"veloped Developing Un<lerdevelop&d Developed D""6loping UMordeveloped 

EduGailon ny 
oooupatlon"1 status '" 0.51 

Education b)' Income " " Oooupatlonal Slatu, 
o-y income .U " 

lilMt 2 

BraziL In general, the," indlOators show Lhac 'he 
more highly d,-veioped a region i •. 11,. mor~ strati
fi~,l it is. 

:\-[e'"uting w'atificorion 1'anations among ,0-

cieties i, all immen.c tas), hecame of the number 
of 'V~dahle' Lhat 111"" be studied "nd bec,\Use ()f 
difference, in cu]Cm-e. l""gu~gL and social orgoDi
a.rion "'DOng peoples, Still, "' hoth 'he 11l[li,'iduaJ 
and ,ocietal k,'d,., the eff~ClB of "-ruccul'~1 differ
enCeS ohlradfication are aIIlon~ tk most p"rplex
mg- of thi, age and perhap' of all ages, FaT Illis 
rea,on. lmderswnding how altd wI", ;u·"ification 

'truLtllll" varrand'pecifying the conoeqLtence.' of 
such differences ar~ WorUI the coru;iMr~hle efiOTt 
reqmj'(·d. 

Rfl'ERE.NCf_' 

DUllce", Qu> Dudley l%B "Suci..J Stratilica';on .In') 

)lobilinc )','Oblcm\ H\ tJ1< Mea.surcITlcn' of TTcnu ,. 
In Ile'~or Bcm .. ,., Shcldn" ""d \,',11,,,,, E, \1001<, 
ed" }adi,oto" of S"id (,JJang, Con"ptJ ,md M,"· 
svrntW11!s, NeVi Yur!.- Russell Sage FQ\H,dation. 

I'eathennan. D~",d L, .",el Robe" M. no'"el 197~ 

0l'i.r""unitj (md O""'?' New \ "de: AC'delllic p,.,.". 
(;.llZcboom. H"rr~' E, G .. nonald J- Trc="", and \\i,,," 

G. Dlree 19~) "Colnp~''ari,'e IIlle, gcnc.-",;nnal S'rol,fi· 
aFnn Rc>e~,ch' Th,~e GcnCl'aUoru .,nd Bcyo»d'
,A>lnuo' 11,vi<;" or .\'"doi~gy 17:277_~O~, 

Gn"kj', D""ld E, Hl~'4 Sona! .I'JtaNfim'"n' Cum, R,ue, 
and (:nuier '" Sr,rt"la,~(d P",p" ,"VI). Ilould<r, Colo· 
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SOCIETY AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL RISKS 
It the!e" ~1l orgauizing theme in soci()I(»!:),,;, i, 
social order: ,,'ha, i,lool<> lik~. how co rhi11k ahout 
ttl" VAl'lOU' form, lllake,. 'md how to ,-"'plaiIlll 
Com'-"~e ~'. wh.ot hoppem whe", ,oeia] "reh' bre"h 
OOW11' WI,at ch;ulge, arC' w''-'llgllt m h()w peopl~ 
'''~ lh~ wurld . .J.lld mo" iIIlporcan" wku is ;J'ntd 
ill how Lhey rdale to one "n()Lh~l when >ueial 
muer goc' aWT)'t Tbe >ll1dy ofli,l. danger. and 
c~La"rophe lS a 'p~ci,,1 Ldse of the larger fidel of 
",cial brcakdm,n, 
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